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January 2021

News from MTM
Happy New Year! Your board has been busy over the past few months and we want to
bring our members up to date with what’s been going on at Marl Lake, Tiny Marsh and
Matchedash Bay Provincial Wildlife Areas.
Marl Lake report by Wayne Campbell
This fall saw a small group of volunteers venture out to do some tree-trimming at the
over-grown look-out at Marl Lake. It was a nice day to spend a couple hours improving the view
for anyone trekking the trail to the lake. If you get a chance grab your boots and take a look.
Once again thanks to the volunteers for contributing their time and resources to make the marsh a
place to enjoy for others.
Yes, indeed, thanks from us all, to Randy Tucker and young Reed, Ken Hall and Wayne
Campbell.
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Matchedash Bay report by Jack Tynan
In 2021, the M-T-M board struck a Matchedash committee to add focus to the
maintenance, care and protection of the Matchedash Bay PWA This new committee, which
includes Jack Tynan, Bob Codd, Kate Harries and Anne McArthur, welcomes any other
volunteers as it plans to focus on preliminary projects that include restoring signage and entrance
area upkeep, improving trail maintenance, monitoring littering across the site, and working to
identify invasive species in the area. Coming soon are new signs, a new gate at the Cowan Trail
access point off of Kinnear Road and clean up at the boat launch on Lawson Line as well as
refurbishment of the donation box.
2020 Pheasant Hunt report by Bill Chapman
It was a remarkable year for pheasant hunting, in more ways than just the pandemic! It
was a rather wet year, as those of us who chased birds to the margin of the marsh found out birds seemed to run more than in most past years, and the birds were harder to hit for those of us
who became septuagenarians, or octogenarians. Also, it was a difficult year for those of you with
worsening mobility issues, and/or whose dogs were ending their hunting careers.
It was also a year during which we missed Eden Beardsall’s ever watchful presence, and
to those of you who subbed for her as "Deputy Sheriffs,” the Pheasant Committee thanks you!
But it was also a season for renewing old acquaintances, with hunters and with their dogs
- hunters on the West side renewed their association with Huggie, Eden’s remarkable black lab
known for her "love of the hunt" and her retrieving persistence. And, it was a year of firsts for
Thule, a two-year-old female, who flushed and retrieved her first bird!
Finally, the Pheasant Committee wishes to thank all the volunteer Pheasant Keepers and
volunteer Monitors who made the 2020 Tiny Marsh Pheasant Hunt the roaring success that it
was! And finally, finally, you can look forward to “the Pheasant Hunt” in 2021 as planning is
already underway.

The Sheriff

She’s got her eye on you
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Sign Committee report by Jack Tynan
Over time, directional and informational signs across all three properties have aged or
disappeared, and so the board struck this new committee to come up with a comprehensive and
efficient plan for updating and adding signage.
Phase one is focused on directional signs that can be used across all three sites. They
include signs restricting motorized use, no hunting signs where appropriate, no dumping signs
where littering is a problem, and new signs for our donation boxes telling visitors a little bit
about M-T-M and where to find more information. (Visitors’ donations are much appreciated.)
Watch for these signs in the spring of 2021 and please do your part to encourage users to
abide by them, and keep these biodiverse sites in great shape!
Midland Penetanguishene Field Naturalists Club report by Bob Codd
The club visited Tiny Marsh twice and Matchedash Bay once as part of a series of
socially distanced outings over the past few months. Here’s an abridged version of a club report
of the November 20 2020 outing, from Bob Codd, a MPFN member and MTM board:
I confess that I had misgivings about the day's venue. I knew that the MTM Pheasant
Hunt was still in full swing and I wondered if there would be any birds that hadn't been
frightened off by the activity. The booming shotgun blasts that we heard as we headed out
seemed to bear out that notion. But we hadn't even left the parking lot when one of the group
spotted one of our target species, Bohemian Waxwings! They were in the trees in the completely
opposite direction from where we were headed. The entire group of us made perhaps the quickest
about-face in MPFN history and we struck out for a closer look at these nomadic winter visitors.
That quickly changed my outlook as the excitement of photographing these handsome and
cooperative little birds took hold. I still heard the gunshots but they seemed less ominous
somehow. (Robert Codd photos below)
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Tiny Marsh is recognized by eBird as the number one birding hotspot in Simcoe County
and she did not disappoint today. While we didn't set any records for the number of species
observed, almost every sighting was a birder's delight. After getting our fill of the Waxwings we
headed down the Carolina Dyke where we were greeted by a lone Trumpeter swan, license
number V46, who swam over to say hello. Vying for our attention at that very moment, a Redtailed Hawk flew over in thrilling style.
By then we had made our closest approach to the "Eagle Tree" and its lone Bald Eagle
inhabitant. It was also the turn-around point for the dyke section of the walk and while most of
us had our backs to the Eagle Tree, a second adult Bald Eagle landed near its companion. Bald
Eagles are no longer considered rare but they are amongst everyone's favourites to see in the
wild, myself included. Seeing two sharing a tree was double the pleasure!
121st Audubon Christmas Bird Count
The following is abridged from the MPFN club report by Dave Schandlen:
The Audubon Christmas Bird Count is the oldest and largest citizen science program in
the world. Every year, members of the MPFN go out on a specified date around Christmas and
count as many birds as they can see within a concentric circle centred on Wyebridge, which
includes Tiny Marsh and Wye Marsh. Forty volunteers went out on December 19 2020.
The total count for the entire area was 52 species and 4,160 individuals. This year’s count
and the total count results from 1900 to the present can be viewed at the Audubon website:
http://netapp.audubon.org/CBCObservation/CurrentYear/ResultsByCount.aspx
Count code: ONWM
The Tiny Marsh count area was done by Tim Tully, Mike Lavin, Scott Martin, Sarah
Solaimain-Baghainia and Nick Ypelaar. This year the group spotted and recorded 23 species and
660 individuals. Highest species number: 296 Starlings, followed by 110 Rock Doves. Highest
native species: Black Capped Chickadee (61), Mourning Doves (44), Wild Turkey (38). Two
Red-tailed Hawks, two Common Goldeneye and one Northern Harrier were also counted. There
was one lucky Ring-necked Pheasant.
Tiny Marsh report
M-T-M is planning the construction of a new viewing deck on one of the Tiny Marsh
dykes. The deck is very much a preliminary idea and will require an engineered design approved
by the municipality, accompanied by a fundraising program in which we hope to develop a
program recognizing donors and/or those they choose to memorialize.
This project will require the financial support of our members and we will provide more
details as they emerge. Any members who can offer support or contacts for the
engineering/design stage of this project please reach out to info@mtmconservation.org.
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Invasives report by Kate Harries
MTM has joined the Ontario Invasive Plant Council and had two representatives at the
virtual conference held January 12 2021. The agenda was packed with interesting information on
the various invasive plant species that threaten our environment. The 2013-14 biological
inventory of Tiny Marsh, carried out by Bob Bowles and a gang of volunteer field workers,
identified three invasive species of particular concern - Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata),
Phragmites (Phragmites australis subsp. Australis), and Glossy Buckthorn (Frangula frangula
(alnus)).
A group of volunteers has been pulling Garlic Mustard at Tiny Marsh since 2009. There
are areas where we are moving towards success, where we have done replacement planting and
have seen native plants like Foamflower (Tiarella cordifolia), Mayapple (Podophyllum peltatum),
Wild Ginger (Asarum canadense), Oswego Tea Beebalm (Monarda didyma), New England Aster
(Symphyotrichum novae angliae) and Spotted Joe Pye (Eupatorium maculatum) fighting back
against the invaders. The pollinators appreciate the change – we saw hummingbirds at one very
striking patch of beebalm this summer.
We may start to turn the tide against Phragmites this year with the help of partners like
Georgian Bay Forever (which is seeking funding for a significant removal project at Matchedash
Bay) and Severn Sound Environmental Association. Three members of the invasives committee
attended the Ontario Phragmites Working Group AGM January 19 where we collected a wealth
of information. Janice Gilbert of the OPWG is planning a site visit. We’ll keep you posted.
As for the buckthorn, I was gloomily watching its spread across Tiny Marsh (the same is
happening, I’m sure, at our two other PWAs, as it is across North Simcoe) and really not
knowing what to do. Cutting this shrub back only increases its vigour. Pulling it out is very hard,
once it has got past the seedling stage (I pull out buckthorn seedlings wherever I walk, because
it’s easy when they’re only a foot high).
Good news came at the OIPC conference! There’s a newly licensed control for
buckthorn, Chondostereum purpureum, which is a native fungus, naturally occurring in Ontario
forests. You apply the fungus to a fresh cut or girdled shrub and over the next 24 months, the
fungus colonizes the shrub and it dies. Non-target species are not affected because that fresh
wound is required to allow the fungus entry. Totally environmental and totally effective
according to the representative of the company that’s marketing this product, Lalleman Plant
Care.
As the present members of the MTM invasives committee are already focused either on
garlic mustard or on phrag (or both), I need one or two volunteers to join the committee to take
on the buckthorn, by looking into Chondostereum purpureum and its potential for trialing at Tiny
Marsh. Email me at kateharries41@gmail.com if you’re interested.

5

Physical distancing – a reminder
The continuing Covid 19 pandemic combined with the recent new provincial restrictions
has led to unprecedented numbers of visitors to Tiny Marsh and our other PWAs. M-T-M
welcomes this interest in the natural experiences we offer at our various sites. We want to remind
everyone of the utmost importance of maintaining physical distancing. Certain trails and
amenities like the boardwalk, where distancing is not practical, have been closed. Please respect
these restrictions. They ARE temporary but necessary.
With so many visiting, especially on weekends and during mild weather, that can become
challenging. We recommend that you bring a face mask and wear it when physical distancing
becomes difficult. Along with increased numbers of visitors comes added pressure on our natural
habitats. Please keep to the designated trails and respect the natural environment that we are
dedicated to protecting.
Stay safe!

Chairman of the board: This Northern Flying Squirrel was so keen on attending M-T-M’s
November board meeting he got back in twice after being chased out. Robert Codd photo.
Postscript: further information from the pheasant committee
Some have wondered if the number of birds released for the 2020 hunt was reduced. That
was not the case. The number of pheasants has increased from 1,000 ten years ago to 1,750 in
2019 and 2020, allowing for weekly releases for our 90 permit holders and to cover the 8-10
private hunts per year. What changed was the number of day pass sales, from 60 in 2018, to 90 in
2019, to 204 this past fall. Hunters had more time on their hands due to Covid, so the pheasants
were heavily hunted, creating an impression that there were fewer birds.
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