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The President’s Message
Ron Boettger

Here in Midland and
Penetang, we live in one of
the most beautiful areas in all
the world whether winter or
summer. I find my sense of
inner peace when I get
outside and enjoy what
nature is offering and I am so
grateful to have a group of

nature lovers like you to
enjoy it with. So let's all
escape that boring TV, that
addictive computer, the
annoying phones and enjoy
the winter right now – outside
– just bundle up.
Wayne Fishleigh

The Birders’s Notebook
116th Audubon
Christmas Bird Count
December 19, 2015
The Audubon Christmas Bird Count
is the oldest and largest citizen
science program in the world. It
provides valuable information on
population dynamics and trends for
hundreds of North American bird
species that are frequently
encountered on count day.

These areas, which are consistent
from year to year world wide, are in a
circle with a 15 mile radius.
Wyebridge is the centre of our count
circle. This area encompasses the
Wye Marsh and Tiny Marsh.

You can view our count and the total
count results from 1900 to the present
at the Audubon website:
www.audubon.org/bird/cbc

After the count the group gathered at
the Wye Marsh for a pot luck dinner
and a report on their findings. The
This day was overcast and very
windy, especially along the shoreline. gift auction capped off the evening
Due to mild conditions, there was no with lots of laughter and $500 raised
for the McKeever Owl Foundation.
snow whatsoever and no ice on the
waterways. The day was between -1
Thanks again to all who took part.
C and 3 C.
On Saturday, December 19, 2015 the
Mark your calendars for next year
count was held in our area. The
Saturday December 17, 2016.
The day was successful with 51
Midland Penetanguishene Field
different species seen with a total
Dave Schandlen
Naturalist Club organizes the count
count of 3,056 individual birds. This
Midland Penetanguishene
with 32 volunteers divided up into 11 was up slightly from last year's total
Field Naturalist Club
areas.
of 2,709.
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The Readers Page

January 10th Meeting of the
MPFNF Book Club
The weather outside was
frightful, but we found our
book, Canoe
Country,
delightful.

young adults, that we broke
out in song, accompanied
by Ken's talents as a
guitarist and then pianist.

It was so much fun, we
didn't even mind spending
half an hour scraping off
our cars when it was time
to head home.
How could we do anything
else but share our
enthusiasm with the rest of
the group at the June
potluck at Tiny Marsh and
ask everyone there to join
in on a campfire style singa-long?

The January
book club
meeting was
held at Claudia
Cochrane's
welcoming home
in Penetang.
Reviewing
Canoe Country
by Roy McGregor
spawned many
wonderful memories from
each of us of the awesome
times we spent either at
camp as children, or on
canoeing holidays as

paddling.

Photo by Ken MacDonald

The drummers in the group
beat up a native style
background and we all felt
as if we were back in the
Canadian woods, getting
ready for another day of

Photo by Mary Rajapakse
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A few of us have even
decided to dust off our
canoes and kayaks and
join Don Britton this
summer on his organized
trips on our local
waterways.
Carolynn & Wayne Fishleigh
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The Readers Page (continued)

googled it and up came a whole
bunch of stuff, little of it useful,
except that it had 4 (yes 4) reviews
This is dating me, not hard these
which after 68 years that's a bit
days, but when I was a boy my
depressing, and the review said “A
favourite book was one called
mark of Real Foods authenticity and
“Rufus the Red Squirrel”. Perhaps
quality, and he's quite a character”.
some of you recall reading it...I think Whatever that means!
I can say that safely when I look at
the grey hair in the meetings. This
Now that I am over the hill, I realize
was a story of a tiny
red that the book was sheer fantasy.
squirrel who
Red squirrels are nasty,
pitted himself
authoritative animals. I'll give
against all the
them clever and must admit
much bigger grey
I grudgingly admire them
squirrels and black
still, but they re a pain.
squirrels, and
Black squirrels and grey
overcame all
squirrels are like the
the obstacles
cows of squirrels
to feed
– placid, shy and
himself in
companionable.
winter. In
Red squirrels have
my youth, I
small-man syndrome,
thought this
aggressive, nasty little
squirrel was
critters. I remember back
brave and courageous
and
when we had a cottage we
determined to survive. The book had an entrance, never found,
was published in 1946 which gives where various creatures like mice
you an idea of my vintage. To add to and red squirrels could gain entry.
Rufus's book report, I of course
One night, a mouse who obviously
Ray’s book report is “late|” by a
few decades. (ed)
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wasn't aware of this secret entrance,
kept gnawing at the door of our
veranda, interrupting my sleep, until
in desperate exhaustion I opened
the door to let him in.
However, back to the red squirrel
story, being a kindly soul, and not
wanting to kill red squirrels I bought
a trap and would trap one after the
other and transport them from the
th
11 Concession of Tiny to a bush lot
on the 18th (never buy a place on the
th
18 ). One time my daughter-in- law
saw the caught red squirrel on the
kitchen table and put the cage
outside and released the
squirrel...and of course he came
right back in. I'm a little worried
about the younger generation, but
then probably my folks were too.
Bottom line, if anyone can get hold
of the old book “Rufus the Red
Squirrel”, it is great reading for
grandchildren, or even your
children, if they don't mind, being
an adult, reading about a
courageous squirrel.
Ray Nason
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Potpourri
Mary’s Menagerie
This is my new visitor - took
these few pics yesterday just
before the
evening light
faded turned out to
be that
gorgeous Red
Fox that
hangs around
our area .

and then I opened the glass
Sitting in the sun room at sunset sliding doortime, I seemed to see from the
to make sure, it was not a coyote
corner of
.
my eye, something with a
At the sound of the
door opening- it woke
up – YES!- it is the Red
Fox
.
Before I could click the
camera to capture its
lovely face, it slid down
the rock, and went to the
beach. and stayed there
for a while .
I think, it is after my
pets, the little red tailed
squirrel and birds
that I feed on the back
reddish brown coat , napping on deck. No wonder the squirrel
the snow pile on
seemed to 'act strange ' yesterday
the big rock by the pond .
morning .

Yesterday
morning I
saw
footprints in
the snow - all
over the
garden,
both decks, and right up to my
front door !
I knew right away who it could
It was my friend the Red Fox,
be.
taking
a sunset snooze !
Later, I saw the same paw prints
in the snow on the neighbouring
I took a few pics, very quickly,
properties .

Mary Rajapakse

Photo by Mary Rajapakse
Photo by Mary
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Potpourri
Ode to Broken Fence Posts
Some folks
consider them
pests
but I am quite captivated
by the charming little fellows.

Winter 2016
A Programme Reminder.
Check or Programme
Or website for details

Marmot,
Prairie-dog,
Ground-hog,
Gopher,
depending upon
whence one hails.
Anyway ...
little brown mounds
dot the landscape,
moving,
usually slowly,
if at all,
as they
nibble,
or sit bolt upright,
a full ten minutes
{praying?},
Photo provided by Wendy Maurice
looking
for all the world
like a broken fence post ...
Till they suddenly

Jan 21, 7:30, Wye Marsh
Dr. Brendon Larson, U. of |Waterloo
Redefining our Relationship with Nature
Jan23, 10:a.m., Wye Marsh
Film -- True Wild-Kluane
Wye Marsh
February 18th, 7:30, Wye Marsh
Turtle Talk
Dr. Ian Cook
February 21, 1:00 p.m.
th
MacMillan property, 8 Con.
Outing: Ski/Snowshoe/Walk
March, 17, 2016 7:30, Wye Marsh
Air Pollution and Health
Dr. Jeffery R. Brooks
March 19&20, Wye Marsh
Sweetwater Harvest
April 2, 10:00 a.m., Wye Marsh
The Okavango Delta
Slides and talk by Dorothy Harper

drop
or scurry to safety
or
you simply realize
there just aren't
any
broken fence-posts
in the middle
of a field!

April 21, 7:30 p.m., Wye Marsh
Arctic Wildlife of Canada
Jean Iron, ornithologist

Wendy Maurice
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Naturalist Club Financial Report _December 31, 2015

Balance Forward October 2015 $3059.63 (adjusted)
Income for November / December 2015
50/50 Draw
$ 40.00
Bean Sales
$ 4.00
Book Sales
$ 7.00
Coffee Fund
$ 42.25
Membership Fees
$210.00
Visitors
$ 45.00
Owl Auction (Dec)
$600.00
Total Income
$ 948.25
Expenses
Bean Cost
$ 37.31
Membership Fees
$ 83.00 (Ontario Nature)
Total Expenses
$ 120.31
Net Income
$ 827.94
Bank Balance as of December 30/15 $ 3,887.57

Colours and Climate
This article appeared in the Minden
Times, with additions from the
Algonquin Park website:
The autumn colours are late this
year, but few people are lamenting
the delay, especially considering
that an extended summer is the
cause.

have other effects on trees, such as
inability to cope with higher
temperatures and invasive species.
What causes leaves to change
colour is always a topic for debate.
Some people argue that frost
makes the leaves change, while
others say that it is lots of autumn
sunshine.

Our unusually warm and sunny fall
has some observers concerned,
however, about future fall colours.
Some brows are being knitted into
knots fretting about global warming
and how it might change the annual
spectacle of colour.

Daylight and temperatures are two
main factors affecting when leaves
give up their summer green for
brilliant displays of red, orange,
yellow and persimmon.

Research is beginning to show that
global warming is causing trees to
change colours later in the season.
Warmer autumns, while delaying
the turning of the leaves, might

Chlorophyll has been working
longer this year because daylight
with sunshine has been abundant,
and temperatures above normal.
Almost every day this September
day and night temperatures have
been above average.
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This year's leaf transformation in
this part of the country is one of the
latest in several decades. Sept. 27
is the average date for peak colour
in Algonquin Park. Over the past 40
years the fall colour has peaked as
early as Sept. 15 and as late as Oct.
9. During the past 41 years in
Algonquin Park, the peak Sugar
Maple fall colour has ranged from
as early as September 15 (1982) to
as late as October 9 (1996). This
year is seems to be even later. The
peak is around October 12.
As to what climate change might do
to future fall foliage, there's no use
sweating that now. Kick back and
enjoy whatever nature is offering at
the moment.
Dorothy Harper

