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THE PRESIDENT'S
PRATTLE
I hope all MPFN
members had a great
holiday season. And if
you didn't find what
you've always wanted
when you unwrapped
your mystery gift at our
Holly and Mistletoe
Auction Fundraiser
after the Christmas
Bird Count, I hope St.
Nick delivered it on the
“Big Day”. I certainly
got the number one
item on my Christmas
list. I'm wearing it in

eccentricity with great
the photo. The kids
gusto and be the goofy
tell me it's called a
“fishing vest” but I call looking birdwatcher I
was always meant to
it a “birding vest”. I
be. When
can't tell you how
Ron pockets
Boettger
many times I've been were first added to
women's clothing in
out on the trail, just
wishing I had a pocket 1913, a Paris reporter
wrote, “It's all over with
for notebook, field
guides (birds, flowers, men's superiority over
women.” Women carry
trees, butterflies,
handbags. Real men
mushrooms, etc.),
wear birding vests.
Audubon bird call,
camera, snacks,
sandwich, car keys,
Ken MacDonald
trail map, wallet,
whiskey flask, cell
(See Ken’s vest on Page 3)
phone, etc., etc. Well
now I've finally got it all
and I can embrace my

The Birders’s Page
th

115 Audubon Christmas Bird Count December 20, 2014
The Audubon Christmas Bird
Count is the oldest and largest
citizen science program in the
world. It provides valuable
information on population
dynamics and trends for hundreds
of North American bird species
that are frequently encountered on
count day.

Wyebridge is the centre of our
count circle. This area
encompasses the Wye Marsh and
Tiny Marsh.

This day was clear with hardly
any wind and a high of around 0
degrees C. The shoreline was
open on Georgian Bay with a thin
coating of ice on inland
On Saturday, December 20, 2014 waterways. There was hardly any
snow on the ground.
the count was held in our area.
The Midland Penetanguishene
Field Naturalist Club organized The day was successful with 46
different species seen with a total
the count with 30 volunteers
count of 2,709 individual birds.
divided up into 10 areas.
This however was down
These areas, which are consistent significantly from last year's total
from year to year world wide, are of 4,579.
in a circle with a 15 mile radius.

You can view our count and the
total count results from 1900 to
the present at the Audubon
website:
www.audubon.org/bird/cbc
After the count the group
gathered at the Wye Marsh for a
pot luck dinner and a report on
their findings. The gift auction
capped off the evening with lots
of laughter and over $600 raised
for the McKeever Owl
Foundation.
Thanks again to all who took part.
Mark your calendars for next year
Saturday December 19, 2015.
Dave Schandlen
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The Birders’s Notebook

Simultaneous Book Club Reviewing and Bird Feeder Watching
The January Book Club at the
Fishleigh's was something of a
happening. It was a smaller group
than usual, just five of us, so we
decided to sit at the table which
looks directly out at the feeders and
bird watch at the same time. There
were six Blue Jays competing for the
home-made suet in the wire feeder.
It was fun to watch them darting
around, trying to get the best
advantage over each other, but
things really got interesting when a
Brown Thrasher decided to peck up
the droppings on the ground. The
Blue Jays didn't want him there and
they were bigger than he was, but
that didn't faze the thrasher at all.
So it was a case of a Blue Jay
approach, a “get away from me”
peck, by the thrasher and the Blue
Jay jumping away, getting scared off.
One by one they all tried it and got

the same treatment. Fun to watch!
The boughs of the fir trees at the
back of the feeders were laden with
snow and snuggled into the lower
branches there were two mourning
doves, all puffed up and sound
asleep, completely ignoring all this
action. Meanwhile about 2 feet
above them we were being watched
by a beautiful red male cardinal - a
perfect Christmas card picture.
Eventually, he was joined by the
female and they fed at the big
sunflower seed feeder, taking turns
with the numerous chickadees and
a Red-breasted Nuthatch.
Both a Downy and a Hairy
Woodpecker took advantage of the
suet feeder, and while we watched
a little brown bunny hopped around
on the ground, apparently oblivious
to it all. At one point we spotted a
hawk in the big Black Walnut tree
not far from the scene, but it took

Photo by Jim

off without trying to interrupt the
proceedings. I suspect there was
not enough flying room for him to
grab a snack.
It was just so magical to watch this
little play take place on the
beautiful new fallen snow. We did
manage to discuss the book, The
Bird Lady, by Elizabeth Le Geyt and
Michael Le Geyt, with interruptions
of “ Can I have the binoculars?” and
“Look at that”. Elizabeth Le Geyt is
a wonderful lady of 100 years of age
and has devoted her life to bird
rehabilitation and reporting her
findings for a column in the Ottawa
Citizen and we think she would
thoroughly approve of the lovely
afternoon we spent as we reviewed
her book and watched her favourite
subjects.
Carolynn Fishleigh

Photo by Gerry Bennett
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What’s That
pictures .

My group, led by Kate Harreis, saw this
bird as our CBC day was ending in the
afternoon, about 1.30 pm.

Photos were sent to Liz and
Dave Schandlen, who passed
them on to Sid. We have not
yet heard of the real ID of this
bird .

We were in the Elmvale area, very near
the town, when we saw this bird as we
were returning to the parking lot to pick
up our cars.

What ever the ID may be - it is a
lovely bird - looking straight at
me !!

Kate thought it was a Northern Harrier.
Wendy and I thought this was a Roughlegged Hawk. As Wendy was looking
up 'the book' I was busy taking the

Ken`s Comment on
Above.
I still say it was probably
a Cooper's or SharpShinned Carolynn.
Colour is not always a
reliable way to identify
hawks as they can vary
quite a bit.
Distinguishing the two
species from a photo
can also be difficult as
size can be hard to
judge in perspective. I'll
send along a link from
Project Feederwatch
describing the field
marks of the 2 species.
I enjoyed your
summary of the Book
Club meeting. But I
think you had way more

Mary Rajapakse

than 6 Jays at your feeders. I today because of the cold
counted 10 at 1 time. My
weather. I wonder if the lack
feeders were extra busy
of activity at yours was due to
the fact that you might
be a bit more exposed
“Dig Ken’s birder vest!
to the prevailing cold
north-west winds. I
also saw a redbreasted nuthatch at
your place that day. I
reported the brown
thrasher to Ebird. This
is considered a rare
sighting for this location
at this time of year. I
know both Parry Sound
and Brereton counted 1
brown thrasher each on
their CBCs in
December. It would be
nice if Wayne could get
a photo of that bird if it
comes back.
Ken MacDonald
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Hummingbirders Notes
Hummingbird Fall Departure
Dates from members at the
October Naturalist meeting
with the exception of the Sept
30th obervation by Bob
Bowles:
Sept 13 - 2
Sept 15 - 4
Sept 16 - 1
Sept 18 - 1
Sept 19 - 1
Sept 30 - 1
Oct 1 - 1
The above dates indicate it is
worth leaving up a feeder until
mid-October as there may be
Hummers stopping in from
further north. There are fewer
insects and flowers available
by that time of year so your
feeder could become a yearly

banding sessions or the
newsletter as they are all
involved in their own research
programs. We were indeed
For any members of the
Hummer/Bird Study Group, as fortunate to have had Bob and
Martha come here for the
most of you likely know, Bob
Hummingbird Festival in 2013
Sargent passed away in
to band at the Wye Marsh and
September so the Fall issue
was his farewell. I called Fred do several presentations
Bassett, one of the banders he sharing his knowledge with so
many people also passionate
trained who heads up
about Hummingbirds.
Hummingbird Research, Inc.,
a sister organization to Bob's
Bruce Murphy and Jo Goddard
Group, who was part of the
group of banders who for both from New Liskeard and the
Hilliardton Marsh were trained
north and south migrations
by Bob and returned last
banded for 2 weeks in the
summer to band at the Get
Spring and also in the Fall at
Outdoors Festival. They will
Fort Morgan with Bob and
again be banding Aug 8 and 9
Martha Sargent. Fred
so mark your calendars.
confirmed he will not be
continuing the NetLines
newsletter and the other
Mary Nason
banders trained by Bob don't
have the time to take over the
welcome site for some of the
later Hummer departures.

“The Eagles have Landed”
The highlight of our Christmas Bird
Count was four Bald Eagles.
Some at the pot-luck have
heard about it, but others
also might like to hear.
They were on thin
ice, off Snake
Island, about a
kilometer out on
the entrance to
Mid
land Bay. No other birds

around, or much to see. But Cliff
Rummenie, an excellent and
dedicated birder, spotted something
where we thought there was
nothing to see. Almost
simultaneously he said "the left
one" and I said "the second from
the right", "has a white head",
"an d" they are big". BALD EAGLES!
All four became clear in his scope.
They were in a line, close together
and we figure, probably feeding on a

4

big fish carcass frozen at the surface.
As we moved on one flew over the
car and another left the feed. Sorry,
no photo, too far off.
It was a peak experience. We should
keep watching. They are clearly
making a comeback in this area and
overwintering?
Bob Reader
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The Birders’s Page Notebook (Continued)

We recently received a Zen
poem that came with a frosty
photo and a New Year
greeting.
A winter forest
in the palm of my hand
Inexpressible joy
Juli Barker

Photo by Mary Rajapakse

Photo by Wendy Maurice
Augeries of Innocence - William Blake
To see a world in a grain of sand
And a heaven in a wild flower,
Hold infinity in the palm of your hand,
And eternity in an hour.
A robin redbreast in a cage
Puts all heaven in a rage.
A dove-house fill'd with doves and pigeons
Shudders hell thro' all its regions.
A dog starv'd at his master's gate
Predicts the ruin of the state.
ed.
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T h e C o o k s C o r n e r

Bran and Flax Muffins
This is a tasty bread which
can also be made into muffins
and is really health food in
disguise. I found it on the
back of the Bob's Red Mill
whole ground flaxseed meal
package, which touts that it
gives you Fiber, Lignans and
Omega-3 Fats.

Bran Cereal, 1 cup Brown
Sugar, 2 tsp Baking Soda, 1
tsp Baking Powder, 1/2 tsp
Salt and 2 tsp Cinnamon in a
large bowl.
Stir in 1 1/2 cups finely
shredded Carrots, 2 peeled
and shredded Apples, 1/2 cup
Raisins and 1cup chopped
Nuts ( I used walnuts)

Bran Flax Muffins or Loaf
Mix together 1 1/2 cups Flour Combine 3/4 cup Milk (I used
( I used whole wheat), 3/4 cup almond milk, but regular is
ok), 2 beaten eggs and 1 tsp
Flaxseed Meal, 3/4 cup Oat

vanilla (I like vanilla so I put in
2 tsps.)
Pour liquid ingredients into
dry mixture and stir until
moistened. Don't over mix.
Pour into muffin tins or loaf
pan and Bake at 350 for 15 to
20 minutes. For loaf, it's done
when it springs back when
you touch it. Good Luck!
Carolynn Fishleigh

Our Upcomming Events - Check your Programe for Details
THE IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS
PROGRAM IN ONTARIO

Thursday January 15, 2015 7:30 p.m.
Contact: Bob Reader 705-533-9996
NUCLEAR ENERGY:
THE FUTURE, OR NOW?

March 28 & 29, 2015
SUMMARY OF THE TINY MARSH
BIODIVERSITY SURVEY
Thursday April 16, 2015, 7:30 p.m.
Contact: Bob Reader 705-533-9996

Thursday February 19, 2015 7:30 p.m.
.Contact: Bob Reader 705- 533-9996
CLUB OUTING-SKI/SNOW SHOE/WALK

Sunday February 22, 2015 1:00 p.m.
Walmart

. Contact: Ken MacDonald 705-526-1487

CLUB OUTING – WATERFOWL
VIEWING DAY
MTM CONSERVATION
ASSOCIATION
Tiny Marsh – Saturday, April 18, 2015

BIG PULL
Garlic Mustard Control at Tiny Marsh
Contact: Kate Harries 705-322-2545
CLUB OUTING - WOLF CENTRE
June 2015
Contact: Carolynn Fishleigh 705-5490827
POT LUCK AND MEMBERS NIGHT
Thursday June 18, 2015
Tiny Marsh Walk 5:30 p.m. Dinner
6:15 p.m.
Contact: Ken MacDonald
705526-1487

CLUB OUTING - MATCHEDASH
BAY
Saturday May 2, 2015 8:30a.m.
Saturday March 14, 2015 10:00A.M.
Walmart
Wye Marsh
Contact: Jim Charlebois 705-534Contact: Dorothy Harper 705-5334594
CLUB OUTING - BIOBLITZ AT TINY
1632
AND WYE MARSHES
WHITHER THE WHIP-POOR-WILL?
Sunday July 12, 2015
SHRIKES OF ONTARIO
Thursday May 21, 2015, 7:30 p.m. Contact:
Kate Harries
Thursday March 19, 2015, 7:30 p.m. Contact: Bob Reader 705-533-9996
705-322-2545
Contact: Bob Reader 705-533-9996
84th ON AGM
WYE MARSH SWEETWATER
Contact: Lauren Wright 1-800-440HARVEST
2366 ext 271
CLUB OUTING – MEXICO AT THE
MARSH
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