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Message from the President

WHAT`S COMING UP
See your programme or website for details.
WHETHER THE POOR WHIP-POOR WILLS?
Thursday May 21th. 7:30 p.m.
th

84 ON AGM
Contact: Lauren Wright:
1-800 -440-2366 ext 271
THE BIG PULL AT TINY MARSH
Contact: Kate Harries: 705-322-2545
CLUB OUTING - WOLF CENTER
June, 2015
Contact: Carolynn Fishleigh- 705-549-0827
POTLUCK AND MEMBERS NIGHT
Thursday, June 18, 2105
Contact: Ken MacDonald 705-526-1487
CLUB OUTING - BIOBLITZ AT TINY
AND WYE MARSHES
Saturday, June 27th, 2015

This will be my last newsletter message as
your MPFN President as I come to the end of
my 2 year term. Wayne Fishleigh has agreed
to step up from the VP position and assume
Ron Boettger
the president's duties. I will stay
on as our
new club Vice-President. Of course I'll be
back as President should Wayne get shot. (Be
careful in Tiny Marsh, Wayne!) I hope the club
members will give Wayne lots of support. It's
amazing the amount of work a small club like
ours can generate. There is more than
enough to go around. I'd ask all members to
please consider taking on an administrative
role with the club as we prepare for next
season.
As a parting shot, or shots, I'd like to show
you 2 of my photos from a successful
weekend of birding this month. Susan and I
had our first sighting of a Glossy Ibis in Tiny
Marsh. (The bird was originally spotted by
Judy Frey of Midland). Then the next day we
had our first sightings of White-faced Ibis (a
similar bird. Your field guide will tell you the
difference) down in Long Point. Pretty good
for novice birdwatchers! (We've been novices
for over 40 years now.)
Ken MacDonald
See page 4 for Ken`s photos of the Glossy and
White-faced Ibis.
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What’s Going on at Tiny Marsh?
The past two years have been the focus of and volunteer for a couple of hours, you will 3. 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. The Short and
then be able to make sure it's not running Easy Stroll led by nature photographer
intense volunteer effort at the Tiny Marsh
rampant in your yard and neighbourhood. Jennifer Howard and Lynn Short (Humber
Provincial Wildlife Area. Environmental
The Big Pull this year is Saturday May 30, Arboretum interpreter). Birds and plants and
consultant Bob Bowles carried out a
Sunday May 31, Sunday June 6 and Sunday more
biological inventory in 2013 and 2014,
assisted by a group of volunteer field
June 7, from 9am to noon. More
Noon-1:00 pm. Lunch at the Nature
workers that included a number of members information from Kate Harries 705-322- Centre
of our club. Brereton Field Naturalist Club 2545.
4. 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. The Early
members were also involved.
Afternoon Walk led by Lynn Short, Betty
This year promises to be just as interesting The BioBlitz. This is Tiny Marsh's inaugural Bennett. Birds, Plants, Butterflies and more
with several projects on the go.
BioBlitz. It grew out of the biological
5. 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. The Children's
Turtle monitoring. Fortunate is the inventory and we are very excited about it. A Walk led by Bob Bowles, Yvonne Metcalfe
turtle that makes it out of the nest and lives BioBlitz is a search for species (birds,
(the Insect Lady) and Harrison Briand (Turtle
to celebrate its first birthday. Predation of
plants, insects, amphibians, reptiles,
student). Insects, amphibians, reptiles and
eggs and turtle hatchlings is close to 100 per mammals etc.) within a given time in a given more
cent. The Tiny Marsh Turtle Team places area. The Tiny Marsh BioBlitz will start at 6. 4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. The Late Afternoon
protective cages over nests. You have to be 6 a.m. Saturday June 27 and end around Walk led by Dave Mclachlin (Ducks
there when the female is laying to place the midnight. One- to 3-hour outings will depart Unlimited), Lynn Short and Yvonne Metcalfe.
cage over the nest, because the raccoons the Nature Centre at various times, led by a (Birds, insects, amphibians, plants and
are lying in wait – and also because the
group of experts with knowledge in different more)
nest is so well-smoothed over that it is hard fields. Participants can come out for just one 7. 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. The Twilight Walk
to determine its precise location after she
outing or for the whole day. No experience led by Jim Charlebois ((Midlandleaves. Unless, of course, the raccoons
Penetanguishene Field Naturalists), and
or equipment required, so forward the
have dug it up. Nesting occurs in June. In information to your non-naturalist friends.
Yvonne Metcalfe. (Birds, Moths, Bats and
September, monitoring starts for hatchlings Outing schedule
denizens of the night)
and a count is kept of successful nests. If
All departures from the Nature Centre, 500 8. 9:30 p.m. - midnight. The Midnight Prowl
you want to join the turtle team, email Anne Tiny-Flos Townline, north of Elmvale off
led by Jim Charlebois and Harrison Briand
McArthur at aemcarth@rogers.com.
(Night calls and mysterious movements).
County Road 6.
Registration:
1. 6:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. The Early
Advance registration by June 20 is
Morning Chorus, led by Chris Evans
- Garlic Mustard. The Big Pull has been
requested - $10 per person, $25 for a family,
(Brereton Field Naturalists) and Ken
going on since 2009. As Garlic Mustard
MacDonald (Midland-Penetanguishene Field which covers any number of outings plus tseed is viable for 10 years, and one plant
shirt and lunch. Make out cheque to MTM
Naturalists). Birds, insects and plants
can set hundreds of seeds, we still have
some time to go. We are focusing our efforts 8:30 a.m. – Registration at Nature Centre Conservation Association and mail to
for those who have not registered in
Kate Harries, 1186 Flos 10 East, Elmvale
on the area along the path west of the
ON L0L1P).
Nature Centre, centred on where it crosses advance (see below).
2. 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m The Morning
Call 705-322-2545 or email
the dam and proceeds northwards to the
Sunshine, led by environmental consultant return.native@gmail.com for more
boardwalk. Last year we did some
Bob Bowles, Chris Evans, Ken MacDonald information.
replacement planting there. We still have
plants carried over from last year, and extras and Betty Bennett (Midlandmade by some volunteers who hosted plants Penetanguishene Field Naturalists). Birds,
in their gardens for propagation. If you don't dragonflies, butterflies, plants and
know what Garlic Mustard looks like, come everything else!
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O u t i n g s P a g e
proceeded to another part of Matchedash,
the Cowan Nature Trail, just off of Big
- 0900 to 1430.
Chute Rd and Kinnear Rd in the Coldwater
Area. At a regulated water system built by
Sunny and warm. The leaders, Jim
the MTM Association, we saw with dozens
Charlebois and Ken MacDonald, were
of turtles sunning themselves,
while a Bald Eagle was spotted
soaring over the area; a great
sight. We glassed more birds
along the trail to the Blue Heron
rookery. We also found a Spring
Peeper; or was it a Wood Frog?
Upon examining the photos, we
saw the X on its back. "X marks
the Peeper".
Arriving at the rookery we could
see several nesting Herons. One
of the nests had 2 young owlets
looking back at us. Since we
knew that Great Horned Owls
Photo by Ken MacDonald
had used the nest in previous
years we assumed that they
accompanied by 22 members of the
were young of the Great Horned Owls.
Midland Penetanguishene Field Naturalist
After spending some time here, we walked
Club.
back to the vehicles and drove to the picnic
The group left from Midland and proceeded
area of the nearby Cowan Trail where we
to Matchedash Bay Provincial Wildlife Area
on Quarry Rd in the Waubashene Area.
While walking onto the marsh we were
greeted by many species of birds, along
with the marsh greeter, a Muskrat.
We proceeded along the trail glassing the
many birds including 2 Ospreys on their
nesting pole and a Belted Kingfisher
hovering over the marsh looking for his next
meal and the occasional turtle was seen
Photo by Jim Charlebois
sunning itself. After a couple of hours in that
area we all headed back to the lookout
enjoyed a bit of lunch. Here we saw more
tower for a group picture. We then
birds and a Spring Azure butterfly. We left

Matchedash Marsh Outing May2/15
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the area and drove along the Vasey Road
to 5 th Line North just east of the hamlet of
Vasey. At the Hye Marsh, on the east side
th
of the 5 Line North, there was pair of
Trumpeter Swans (one with a wing band)
and Great Blue Herons on their nests.
After having a full day of birding it was time
to end this fabulous outing. Thanks to all
who enjoyed the day with me.
Here is a list of the birds seen on the outing:
Common Mergansers, Turkey Vultures,
Sharp-shinned Hawk, Canada Geese,
American Crow, Downy Woodpecker,
Ringed-neck Duck, American Robin, Broadwinged Hawk, Common Grackle, Redwinged Blackbird, Song Sparrow, Bluewinged Teal, Belted Kingfisher, Tree
Swallow, American Widgeon, Rubycrowned Kinglet, Bald Eagle, Killdeer,
Northern Flicker, Northern Harrier, Great
Blue Heron, Double-crested Cormorant,
Blue Jay, Mourning Dove, Mallards,
Bufflehead, Hooded Mergansers, Trumpeter
Swan, Osprey, European Starling, Ringbilled Gull, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Great
Horned Owl chicks. In addition to birds we
saw a Leopard Frog, Spring Peeper,
Muskrat, Midland Painted Turtles, Snapping
Turtle, Spring Azure Butterfly, Puffball,
crayfish mounds, Trout Lilies, Coltsoot, Wild
Leek, Early Saxifrage, Sharp-lobed
Hepatica, Carolina Spring Beauty.
Jim Charlebois.
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The Naturalist’s Notebook
Mary Rajapaske often visits Arizona
for some “winter” birding. Space
does not allow the inclusion of Mary’s
fine submission on her latest trip. I
have included two photos. Watch for
it on the website. ed.

Photos by Mary Rajapakse

These photos of
the White-faced
Ibis and Glossy
Ibis were taken
by Ken
MacDonald.

Spring Ephemerals

Trout Lily
-Bronte Prov.Parkby Ron Boettger
Photo by
Betty Bennett
Sharp-lobed
Hepatica

Early Saxifrage
Photo by Gerry Bennett

Photos by Betty Bennett
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the monarch butterfly and the milkweed.
She cited an excellent sounding book by
Doug Tallamy called Bringing Nature
I have been a convert to native plant
Home which I will certainly try to get. It
gardening for a number of years. So of
details the radical differences between
course I was interested to hear Kate
the biodiversity supported by native
Harries' talk to the Gardeners' Gathering
plantings as compared to the usual
the beginning of May. She eloquently
suburban monoculture of lawns and
described the advantages, and in a
imported annuals. But this was brought
sense, the responsibility of today's
home to me strongly this week.
gardeners to enhance the biodiversity of
I am taking care of a friend's dog for the
our rapidly diminishing green spaces by
month of May and so have been
moving beyond the petunia-bordered
investigating more of the paths and
lawn and choosing indigenous plants.
trails in downtown Midland where I live.
They require less water and chemicals
I left the main path into the tangle of
and the native insects and birds have
paths in the Midland Bay Landing lands
evolved in tandem with them,
in the early morning. The leaves are
sometimes to the exclusion of being
just erupting, noticeably more every day,
able to use other plant sources. We all
and the moment you enter the trees the
know about the close alliance between
sound of starlings, robins and gulls is

A Home for a Mockingbird

suddenly eclipsed by myriad other
voices. Now I am a very poor birder; I
have great difficulty finding the birds in
the trees, seeing the markings and
remembering until I get home to the bird
book. But I did locate a Baltimore
oriole, mockingbird, yellow warbler and
belted kingfisher along with the usual
suspects. There were many others I
could hear but not locate or identify. As
I walked back toward the harbour and
left the trees I felt like a curtain had
fallen behind me as the symphony of
voices faded. It dramatically indicated
to me how even a small area, though
highly compromised in the past, when
left on its own can become a haven to a
vast assortment of life.
Cathy Pelletier

“Out of Africa”
Colin and I were back in Africa recently. The place
can become addictive! We
saw an amazing number of
birds and animals, and
soaked up the astounding
history and culture of the
area. Here is a resident we
met along the way.
Dorothy Harper

Photo by Dorothy Harper

Carolynn Fishleigh sent an amazing story about a hawk seeking shelter
from winter storms on P.E.I. The Red Tail Hawk had used the barn as a
refuge so often this winter it is starting to get friendly with the cows there.
For details “Google - CBC News Barn Hawk”.
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Photo by Gavin Bennett-Lee
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tree. Then it flew to the ash tree and kept calling
for its mate. Believe it or not, she flew over. She
was smaller than the male, the one that I had
been watching for the past 5 days in the cedar
tree.

A story of a Merlin and a
Blue Bird.
I have been watching and hearing a Merlin in the
next yard since May 2nd and started taking
pictures on May 3rd.
Chris Evans, of the Brereton Field Naturalists
suspected there were two Merlins. He thought

I was able to take just 3 pictures before they both
left on their “honeymoon” before the “Thunder
Bird” pays us all another visit in a few hours.
I returned home and arranged the blue feathers
and the head on the picnic table and took these
pictures. I feel sad, looking at the lifeless head of
the little blue bird head and the feathers.

Photo by Mary Rajapakse
that there was one in the bush, a female.
Well, today, around 5.30, it was getting a bit
cooler on the lake front when I heard the call
and a response call. I walked over to the next
yard, and with the lady there we watched and
waited.
Photo by Mary Rajapakse

In the mean time I found the head of a Bluebird
(?) under the cedar tree, the usual Merlin perch.
My friend had collected and saved the feathers.
We also found more feathers at the base of
another ash tree. The bird we thought may be a
male was calling and preening itself on the cedar

This is “Let Nature take its course”.
Mary Rajapakse

Incidents of attacks on humans The pressurized container
by bears, coyotes etc are rare commonly contains a
concentration of capsaicin and
but may be increasing.
related capsaicinoids which
range between 1 and 2.0%.
Jim is holding a can of bear
Bear spray can cause serious
spray, an effective deterrent
against such attacks. The spray injury if used improperly. Make
sure to follow the directions
can be purchased at gun
provided with the product.
shops and some sporting
goods stores.
Gerry Bennett
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