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Message from the President
Our editor, Gerry, says
he's tight on space so
I thought I'd compress
the 1000 words I had
planned into one
picture.
This is my son-in-law
to be, Lawrence, using
his new Zoomies,
purchased by
daughter Elizabeth at
our Xmas Owl
Auction, to look at a
Coopers Hawk in our
backyard, while I'm
stuck using my soheavy-on-the-neck
regular binos.
Zoomies seemed to
be the gift of the
season at this years

auction. As for their
performance, they
brought to mind the
wonderful glasses
described by Stephen
Leacock in The Marine
Excursion of the Knights
of Pythias: "Dean Drone
and Dr.Gallagher
looked...alternately
through the binocular
glasses, and it was
wonderful how plainly
one could see the
swallows and the banks
and the shrubs— just as
plainly as with the naked
eye."
Ken MacDonald

114th Audubon Christmas Bird Count December 14th, 2013
The Audubon Christmas Bird
Count is the oldest and largest
citizen science program in the
world. It provides valuable
information on population
dynamics and trends for hundreds
of North American bird species that
are frequently encountered on count
day.
On Saturday, December 14th, 2013
the count was held in our area. The
Midland Penetanguishene Field
Naturalist Club organizes the count
with 39 volunteers divided up into
13 areas.

Wyebridge is the centre of our
count circle. This area encompasses
the Wye Marsh and Tiny Marsh.
This day was overcast with not a lot
of wind and a high of around -15
degrees C. The shoreline was
frozen a good distance out from the
shore due to the cold temperatures
leading up to the count date and
there was a significant amount of
snow on the ground.

The day was successful again with
45 different species seen with a
total count of 4,579 individual
birds. A total of $83.00 in donations
was collected from the participants
These areas, which are consistent
from year to year world wide, are in for Bird Studies Canada.
a circle with a 15 mile radius.

You can view our count and the
total count results from 1900 to the
present at the Audubon website:
www.audubon.org/bird/cbc
After the count the group gathered
at the Wye Marsh for a pot luck
dinner and a report on their
findings. The gift auction capped
off the evening with lots of laughter
and approximately $500 raised for
the McKeever Owl Foundation.
Thanks again to all who took part.
Mark your calendars for next year
Saturday December 20, 2014.
Dave Schandlen
Midland Penetanguishene Field
Naturalist Club
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Potpourri
Feathers and Scales
One sunny, warm morning this past
May, I found myself in a canoe about
to explore part of the Alligator River
Wildlife Refuge in North Carolina.
Luckily I had an experienced guide in
the back of the canoe, while my two
sisters were setting out in their own
canoe. As we headed down a small
channel towards the larger river, all I
could think was how close I was to the
water where there were supposedly
alligators. I wasn't exactly relaxed, but
I was excited. Our first sighting was a
bald eagle, flapping away from a
cypress tree by the water. Always a
thrilling experience! We saw a few
small turtles, then turned into a small
cove where 'gators are often seen.
And sure enough, our guide spotted a
small one right away – small being

about 5 feet long. It did the typical
alligator pose with just its eyes and
part of the snout sticking out of the
water, while we snapped photos from
a safe distance. We paddled slowly
around the cove searching for more,
but no luck, so we headed into a
narrow channel, while making jokes
about the one 'gator being tied there
for tourists!
We saw no more alligators during our
morning tour, but it was still beautiful
paddling the narrow channels
overhung with mossy trees. We were
shown bay bushes that produce bay
leaves for cooking, and a wellcamouflaged tree frog. There were
many birds singing, but I soon
discovered that holding binoculars and
steering a canoe is difficult to do at
the same time. My guide kindly
offered to paddle while I bird

watched, but it was still tricky.
Upon our return to the canoe landing,
we were greeted by a gorgeous male
Prothonatary Warbler, singing loudly.
As we walked along a wooden
boardwalk, we saw another, and
another, and soon realized they were
everywhere! This was a life bird for
me, and I was delighted by the dark
yellow and black males who were
vying for territory and females. But
th
after the 20 or so sighting, I was
getting blasé and wishing for some
different species. We heard Carolina
wrens and saw a red-bellied
woodpecker pair in a tree hole. It was
a magical morning in the wild, and
highly recommended if you're in that
“neck of the woods”.
Susan Hirst

Photo by Ron Boettger

Painted Trillium
-Copeland Forestby Ron Boettger

Photo by Gerry Bennett

Trout Lily
-Bronte Prov.Parkby Ron Boettger
Photo by Betty Bennett

Page 2

Volume 14, Issue 1, Winter 2014

http://users.csolve.net/~mpfnc/

The Newsletter of the Midland/Penetanguishene
Field Naturalists

Spirit Bear- Spirit of the Great Bear Rainforest
of British Columbia
it rains 300 out of 365 days of the year
and the annual rainfall is measured in
feet, not inches.
I saw the Spirit Bear on the 2nd attempt
(25th September). Each attempt was a
long and tiresome 12 hour day. They all
learned about our precious Spirit Bear
from the Internet and came all the way
to see it. When I was there, there
were folks from Australia (with whom
Photo by Mary Rajapakse
I still keep in touch), New Zealand,
France, Germany and Denmark.
Representatives from Green Peace,
and Pacific Wild were also present. I
was the ONLY Canadian! - the
proverbial visible Canadian minority,
other than the First Nations.
Guides/boat captains were from
Kitasoo Xai Xai, Nuxalk, Heiltsuk and
Gitga't Nation and folks from the
island of Klemtu.
There are flights from Vancouver to
Bella
Bella, and by boat up to the
The Spirit Bear, also known
Salmon fish farms and oil pipelines are
as Kermode Bear, is named after Francis threats to the survival of The Spirit Bear. island - all included in the fees of the
tour.
Kermode, curator of the BC Natural
The days of the Spirit Bear are
You can also search “ Gitga'at Nation
History Museum, who studied the bear
numbered.... Go see it, before it is only
Territory
Tours”, operated by Marven
some 100 yrs ago.
photos on the National Geographic (and
Robinson
of The Gitga'at Nation for
They are found only on a few small
mine!)
lodgings/ tours etc.
islands, Princess Royal Island being one
A few Organizations, founded by Ian
Further
reading – look up Google.
of the larger islands, and the nearby
McAllister, are working to preserve the
1- National Geographic Live –
mainland of Bella Coola, Kitimat, and
Coastal Rainforest.
Capturing the Spirit Bear by Paul
Terrace.
http://www.pacificwild.org/ for
Nicklen.
The white colour is due to this double
details.
2SPOIL- Documentary on GBR
recessive gene, unique to this subspecies
1.
http://www.raincoast.org/
under threat by Tar Sands/ Oil
of black bear. One in ten black bears
2.
Nne Coastal First Nations have
Sands
have this genetic marker. Two black
formed a group that act as
http://www.youtube.com/watch
bears, each carrying this recessive
Stewards of the GBR.
?v=S3bKmz4od3g
marker, have to mate, to produce the
I stayed at the Spirit Bear Lodge , owned
3- Bear Witness – Trophy Hunting
white spirit bear. A Black Bear mother
and operated by Kitasoo- Xai- Xai Nation
in BC
can have a litter of both black and white of Klemtu BC. I was there from Sept.
th
4.
Spirit
Bear Lodge- Klemtu, BC cubs.
20th to 27 . The “high season” (MidAll of the Worlds 400 Spirit Bears are
Sept. to Thanksgiving) is also the salmon where to stay!
found in this very small area of the GBR. run season and the rainy season, where
Mary Rajapakse
The Grizzly bears have now moved out of
The Great Bear Rainforest (GBR), on the
west coast of British Columbia, reaches
from the top of Vancouver Island to the
tip of the Alaska Panhandle, between the
Pacific Ocean and the Coast Mountains.
It is one of the world's last great
wilderness areas. As a Coastal
Temperate Rainforest, it is one of the
rarest types and the most
biologically productive.
This is the home of the
Grizzly Bear, Black Bear,
and the Spirit Bear. But the
Spirit Bear is not related to
the Polar Bear or Grizzly
Bear; nor is it an albino.
It is a BLACK BEAR that is
white due to a double
recessive gene found only
in a small population of
Black Bears (1 in 10).

their traditional areas, and onto the
Spirit Bear habitat areas, driving the
Spirit Bear to other areas.
My group had to travel 3 hours by boat
to the Gitga'at Nation Territory to
Riordan creek, GribbelI Island to view the
Spirit Bear.
Black Bear trophy hunting, logging,
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Snowy Owl Invasion
Every few years or so we have an
"irruption" of snowy owls into
southern areas of North America.
(An irruption is an irregular
migration, usually because of
food shortages in the home areas
of birds.)
This year however is exceptional.
Boston's Logan airport has
trapped and released over 30
owls so far, 18 seen on the CBC
day. The previous year-high for
snowies at the airport was 43,
probably surpassed by now.

Boston's airport has led the way in
the humane treatment of these
birds on airfields, by trapping and
releasing them instead of killing
them. New York's Kennedy airport
has just been pressured by the
public to stop killing the owls, and
is now trapping and releasing them
too.
Snowies are being reported far
south of Boston too. One bird was
even found in Florida!
Here in Ontario, large numbers of

these birds have been reported in
various areas, although it seems that
many are overflying our province and
ending up farther south. Even so, look
carefully over the fields in Simcoe
County, and try to spot that spot of
white on fenceposts, etc. Remember
the code of ethics when birding. Don't
approach an owl to the point of
harassment, and never chase an owl
if it flies away.
Check the Simcoe Nature Board for
local sightings. Happy owling!
Dorothy Harper

Upcoming Events- Please Check your Programme for Details
MATCHEDASH BAY

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY

Saturday May 3, 2014, 9:00 to 12:00 a.m.

Thursday January 16, 2014 7:30 p.m.

Contact:

Bob Reader 533-9996

. Contact:

ON HURONIA REGIONAL MEETING

DECLINE OF AERIAL INSECTIVORES
Thursday February 20, 2014 7:30 p.m..

Contact:

Bob Reader 533-9996

May 2014

Contact:

Kate Harries 322-2545
GEORGIAN BAY WATERS

ANIMAL TRACKS
Saturday February 22, 2014 10:00 a.m.

Contact:

Ken MacDonald 526-1487

Thursday May 15, 2014, 7:30 p.m.

.Contact:

Contact:

Ken MacDonald 526-1487

Saturday May 24, 2014

Contact:

Thursday March 20, 2014, 7:30 p.m.

Bob Reader 533-9996
WYE MARSH SWEETWATER HARVEST
March 2014
LICHENS

Contact:

Thursday April 17, 2014, 7:30 p.m.
Bob Reader 533-9996

MTM CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION
Waterfowl Viewing Day-Tiny Marsh – April 2014

Bob Reader 533-9996
CHIMNEY SWIFTS

ONTARIO'S HUMMINGBIRDS
Contact:

Bob Reader 533-9996

BRACEBRIDGE PONDS AND KERR PARK

HORNED LARKS AND TIFFIN PANCAKES
Saturday March 15, 2014

Jim Charlebois 534-4594

Wednesday May 28, 2014

Contact:

Ken MacDonald 526-1487
83rd ON AGM
June 20-22nd, 2014

Contact Barbara MacKenzie-Wynia 705-424-2877
Contact

BIG PULL
Kate Harries 322-2545

POT LUCK AND MEMBERS NIGHT
Thursday June 19, 2014
Tiny Marsh
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A Primer on Feathers and Molts by Bob Bowles

B

irds have feathers that cover their
bodies and wings. The feathers on
each part of a bird are given a name
and knowing the pattern for that area can
help you determine the age of the bird.
The lowest recorded number of bird
feathers is 940 for a hummingbird and the
highest is 25,216 for a swan. Birds are
covered by feathers on the throat, breast,
belly, flanks and vent at
the front and the crown,
nape, mantle and tail on
the back. The wing
feathers have different
names and are important
in the identification of the
age and species of a bird.
The parts of the wing
starting at the tip are the
primaries, secondaries
and tertiaries or tertials
which are covered by the
primary coverts, greater
coverts, medium coverts,
lesser coverts and
scapulars. Most birds
have 9-12 primaries but
an ostrich has 16.
Grebes, stocks and
flamingos have 12. Most
passerines have 10 but
some have 9. Nonpasserines have 9-12. Gulls have 10. The
number of secondaries varies from 6 in
hummingbirds to 40 in albatrosses. Loons,
grebes, pelicans, hawks, eagles, cranes,
sandpipers, gulls, parrots and owls all lack
the 5th secondary feather on each wing
(called diastataxis). Secondaries are
st
numbered from the 1 primary inward as
S1 to the tertials which are numbered the
same way but sometimes the next number
to the last secondary is used as in S6, S7,
T8, T9. Birds have 6-35 secondary
feathers. Smaller gulls have 16 and larger
gulls have 23.
Birds replace old and damaged feathers by

replacing them all at once which is called a
molt. Molts usually occur at a time of year
when birds are not as dependent on
feathers like just after the nesting season
or just before migration. Molting patterns
can help you identify the species and the
age of the bird. All the feathers are
replaced in a complete molt while only
some of the feathers are replaced in a
partial molt. Many bird species like hawks,

eagles take five years to reach adult
plumage. Some smaller gull species take
three years to reach adult plumage while
larger gulls take four years. There are
different names given to each of these
molts under different systems by those who
study bird molts in order to age the bird.
The Humphrey-Parks system for plumage
nomenclature is often used in North
America. They refer to the final adult
plumage as definite plumage.

The best way to study the
different plumages is to select
a species, location and time of
year where there are several
different plumages in close
range at one time. One of the
best species is the Herring
Gull which takes four years to
reach (definite) adult plumage.
Several ages of Herring Gulls
can be observed at one time
by visiting a patch of open
water near a landfill site in
December or January. It can
get very confusing since there
by Bob Bowles are Herring Gulls of different
ages in different stages of
molt since a stage can last up
to four months and in one
stage up to six months. The
study of each gull's primaries
including tips (fingernails) and
owls, woodpeckers, hummingbirds,
white areas near the tips on black
thrushes, chickadees, flycatchers, vireos,
backgrounds (mirrors or windows), tertials
jays and swallows have one complete molt Photo
by Gerry B
(innermost feathers on wing), mantel (back
a year. Some species like buntings,
feathers between wings), scapulars
tanagers and warblers have a complete
molt after nesting into their basic plumage. (shoulder feathers), tail feathers, rump
colour, eye colour, bill colour and bill
They also have a second partial molt
markings can help determine the age of the
before nesting (prenuptial) into their bright
Herring Gull and separate the species from
alternate plumage. A few species like
similar nearby species.
Bobolinks and Marsh Wrens that live in
habitats where feathers can get damaged
A Herring Gull chick born in the summer in
have two complete molts a year molting
June
or early July will lose its natal down
into basic plumage after nesting and then
and develop Juvenal plumage by the end
into alternate plumage before nesting.
of August. It will undergo its 1st prebasic
Many bird species acquire their adult
(partial) molt from September to December
plumage within a year while others like
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and will carry this dark plumage with a
black to bi-coloured bill until its first January
when it enters the lighter 1st Basic
Plumage (1st Winter). It will start its 1st
prealternate (partial) molt from March to
May into the 1st Alternate Plumage from
nd
May to August. It starts its 2 prebasic
(complete) molt from August to December
nd
nd
then obtains its 2 Basic Plumage (2
nd
Winter) by January. The 2 prealternate
(partial) molt occurs from March to May
before the 2nd Alternate Plumage worn
rd
from May to August. The 3 prebasic
(complete) molt occurs from August to
rd
rd
November so by its 3 January, it has its 3
rd
Basic Plumage (3 Winter) which it carries
until its 3rd prealternate (partial) molt from
March to May. The bill in this plumage looks
like a black ring around a yellow bill. The 3rd
Alternate Plumage occurs from May to
August then the prebasic molt in the fall
prepares it for the Definitive Basic
Plumage (Winter Adult) by its 4th January. It
now has adult plumage and will molt each

Volume 14, Issue 1, Winter 2014
The Newsletter of the Midland/Penetanguishene
Field Naturalists

year between the Definitive Basic and
Definitive Alternate plumage for the rest of
its life. The molting periods for Herring Gulls
cover a range as long as four months and
are approximate since some birds will start
molting earlier than others. There will be a
high degree of variability from one plumage
to the next since all feathers are not lost at
once during the molt. The second prebasic
molt for the Herring Gull may take as long
as six months to complete.
Therefore, Herring Gulls in a landfill site or
open water in late December during a
st
Christmas Bird Count could be in 1
prebasic molt, 1st Basic Plumage, 2nd
prebasic molt, 2nd Basic Plumage, 3rd Basic
Plumage, prebasic molt or Definitive Basic
Plumage. Many birders forget that Ringbilled Gulls, our most common gull during
the spring, summer and fall, move out of
the area to the south once the cold weather
and ice arrive in December. Herring Gulls
are hardier birds and stay in our area until

early January and arrive back in early
March. Some winters Herring Gulls are able
to stay the whole winter. Many birders
observe a 3rd winter Herring Gull with its
yellow bill and black ring much like an adult
Ring-billed Gull and record it as that
species forgetting to check the colour of the
legs and feet at close range. Herring Gulls
have pink legs and feet but Ring-billed gulls
have washed-out yellow feet in winter.
Naturalists need to check not only bill
colour and markings but nape, mantle,
scapulars, coverts, tertial, and primaries
(including mirrors and fingernails) feather
markings to determine the species.
Photos Included (Include Photo Credits):
rd
A 3 winter Herring Gull found in our area in
December with a bill that looks much like a
Ring-billed Gull by Bob Bowles.
Bob Bowles
(Bob Bowles is a professional
Naturalist based in Orillia)

Dan Wilson
“shot” this buck
in his backyard.

Photo by Ron Boettger

Did you notice
anything
missing?

Just a Laugh
A queen and a swarm of bees took off down
the highway to find a new location.
Along the way a small worker flew up to the
queen and asked if they could stop for a
few minutes since he had to go to the

bathroom.
The queen told the little bee that they could
not stop right now and to return to the rear
of the swarm.
A while later the little worker flew to the
front again with queen advising the same.

A while later the queen summoned the little
worker and said they could now stop and
allow him a rest at the BP (bee pee) station.
The rest of the bees went across the road
since they were ESSO (sob's)
Ron Belfry
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