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Ron Boettger

Message from the
President

from the book club's backlist. As a
new member of the group, I have a lot
of catching up to do. This well-read
bunch has covered more than 120
books.
It made me think that one of the best
things we can do to help the
environment is make more naturalists.
Our club is sponsoring a youth
delegate to Ontario Nature's Youth
Summit on Biodiversity at Geneva
Park in September. This event is a
great way to turn young people onto
nature and seed the ground with
future members of groups like ours.
To pay for this sponsorship we are

“In every bioregion, one of the most
urgent tasks is to rebuild the community
of naturalists, so radically
depleted in recent years, as
Fox Sparrow by Megan MacDonald
young people have spent less
time in nature, and higher
education has placed less value
on such disciplines as zoology.
... So let's increase the number
of front-line citizen naturalists,
who count, chart, map, collect,
protect, tag, track, heal, and
generally get to know countless
species of plants and animals in
the wild, in the elfin forests of
their own backyards, or the
woods, or the great national
parks, or at the end of the alley in an
asking you and your friends and
inner-city neighbourhood.” Richard Louv, neighbours to buy Ontario Nature
The Nature Principle: Human Restoration and greeting card packs. Ten cards for Ten
the End of the Nature-Deficit Disorder.
dollars.
Thanks to MPFN book club member Pat
Recently, my wife Susan and I turned
Taylor for lending me this book. It's one
two of our oldest friends, Roger and
Liana, into birdwatchers and nature

Ron Boettger

lovers. We've always had a lot in
common with these two. Roger and I
go back to Grade One together. But
now that they've got the bug, we find
that there's a new and deeper joy in
our friendship. We don't socialize in
bars, restaurants, or living rooms. We
take long walks together, camera and
binoculars in hand, and marvel at the
little things we see.
Another couple of old friends, David
and Kate Boyce, have recently
become members of our club. A
couple of times a week, David and I
go, not bird-watching, but birdlistening. David is blind but over the
years, he's taught me a new
way of “seeing” the world.
We all know how much
nature has given us as
individuals. It's time to
share that Good News, get
all evangelical and make
some converts. I'm not
asking you to go door to
door, but if each one of us
made it a goal to recruit one
or two new members for our
club next year, this would be
a wonderful thing both for
our group and for the
environment.
Ken MacDonald

“Believe me, in my experience, you will find more in forests than in books. Woods and rocks will teach you what no
other master can.” Saint Bernard de Clairvaux. (b. 1090 –d. 1153)
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On February 22nd about ten or
so of our club ventured under
cloudy skies to the to join Joan
and Jim MacMillan
for a ski, snowshoe
and/or walk at the
MacMillan
homestead on the 8
Concession. It was
a day perfect for a
winter outing, a
little snow, but not
too cold-not too
warm –"it was just
right".

and open terrain. It was a most
impressive endeavour.

Following the outing
the MacMillans
invited everyone for
a coffee and cookies
at their home.
Sometimes, It's
great just to be alive!

The MacMillan's
have developed
several kilometres
of well-groomed ski
trails through a
variety of wooded

Gerry Bennett

Thrasher, Hairy Wood Pecker,
Canada Goose, Hooded
Merganser, Greater Scaup,
Bufflehead, Song Sparrow,
It was cool and cloudy when we
Mallard, Grackle, Osprey,
left the Walmart Plaza. Jim
Green Heron, Northern Harrier,
Charlebois led 11 members of
Wood Duck, Ringed Neck
the Midland Penetang Field
Duck,
American Bittern,
Snowy Owl by Jim Charlebois
Naturalist Club to the
Matchedash Bay
Conservation Area on
Osprey by Mary Rajapakse
Quarry road just off Hwy
400.
Matchedash Bay Outing,
Saturday, May 3, 2014.

Painted Trillium
-Copeland ForestIt by
wasn't
long before
Ron Boettger

“out
came the bird books”. The
water birds were
everywhere! Here is a list
of the birds we saw:
Trumpeter Swan, Great
Blue Heron, Red Winged
Black Bird, Tree Swallow,
Red Tailed Hawk, BrownPhoto by Gerry Bennett

Some skied, some show-shoed
while others went for an
enjoyable winter walk. There
were a few climbs
that provided a
challenge for some
of us older skiers,
only to “white
knuckle” it on the
downhill. Thankfully
no one crashed.

American Widgeon, American
Crow, and Blue Jay. Also, a
beaver, a muskrat; and six Wild
Turkeys. The latter, spotted on
our way back to Midland,
rounded out the list.
We were hoping to get a group
picture but the skies opened
up and, after two hours, we
decided to call it a day. It
was a good outing despite
the weather. I will do
another trek to Matchedash
in the coming year and
hope for the same results,
but nicer weather.
Thanks to all.

Trout Lily
-Bronte Prov.ParkJim
by Ron Boettger
Photo by Betty Bennett

Charlebois
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The Naturalist’s Notebook

AMAZING
MUSTELIDAE
My brother Bud and l were
paddling up an uninhabited
section of the river after
another unrewarded trout
exhibition, when l heard a
familiar but dislocated
sound. "There's a horse!" l
said in amazement
because the rhythm we
heard at the Saturday
afternoon matinees was
exactly what l heard. With
the scorn and superiority
that only big brothers
ooze, Bud said, "There are
no horses around here."
As usual, he was correct,
for out of the sawgrass on
the bank the head and
shoulders of half of the
galloppers emerged closely
followed by the head of the
other. Then they disappeared
as if they'd never been there.
And that was my introduction
to otters in the wild. Since that
time l've crossed paths with
Lontra canadensis to give
them their formal latin title
(and differentiate them from
all the other otters in the
world) and every time it has
been a pleasure.

About fifty years later, my
brother Bob and I were
pursuing our favourite
pastime, not catching trout,
when my attention was
captured by a loud "CH".

inadvertently come between a
litter of young otters and their
mum. With mum's urging they
were soon reunited.

When our book club agreed
to review a new
library book
about the
mammals of
Common
Photo by Mary Rajapakse
Black Hawk
North America,
by Mary Rajapakse
each one of us
choosing a
"family" and
picking out one
example of it, l
decided to pick
"the weasel
family" (Latin
name
Mustelidae) and
this is where the
complications
started. Your
garden variety
There, about sixty yards
dictionary
will
show that the
away, were two otters
fifty
cent
word
means “like
standing up in the water
weasels”. lt's sort of circular.
watching us. On impulse l
Further investigation revealed
imitated the sound and they
replied until we both tired of it. that they all have scent
glands. At one time the
A few years back, on our
common
skunk was one but
evening sunset patrol, Linda
now they've been demoted.
and l were caught unawares
With the exception of the
by some strange chirping on
badger and the wolverine the
the side of one hill being
other seven all share the
answered by another on the
same beautiful, efficient
opposite side of the bay. It
design. They have a high
turned out that we had
power to weight ratio and for
Continued on next page
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Continued from page 3

lf one wishes, the
amount of information
available seems
endless. Nevertheless
all of it, from the
850,000 hairs per
square inch to the
delayed implantation of
the embryo, pale before
the magnificence of the
creature that gallops
like a horse and swims
like a dolphin.

that require a lot of fuel.
They seem to need to keep
moving in search of food.
They are opportunistic
hunters so when they can,
they will lay aside a cache
just like chipmunks do, only
being carnivores the larder
is less pleasant. Otters with
their reputation for
playfulness and their need
to consume their catch on
the spot escape the
prejudice that most of the
rest of the tribe endure.

Dave Whitehead

Snowy Owl by Jim Charlebois

Northen Water Snake

“The Trouble With Lichen”
Most of the rock outcrops of
my thesis area in the beautiful
Bell Isle area of New
Brunswick were (and are still)
almost entirely covered with
patches of grey and black
lichen. So much so, that my
thesis advisor once suggested
(in jest?) that I switch to the
biology department to study
lichen.
Like most field geologists I
grew to hate lichens and
considered them to be the
most ugly and useless “plants”,
because they often obscured
the most interesting objects of
our interest.

The recent, splendid
presentation by Dr. Troy
McMullin, of the University of
Guelph, was a real eye-opener
as far as lichens are
concerned. Lichens are not
plants but a symbiotic
association of fungi and a
photosynthetic partner. Also,
lichens have provided
colourfast dyes for many
generations of weavers.
It was only a few days after Dr.
McMullin's presentation, as I
was about to doze off while
watching the TVOntario
program “Coast” when the
word “lichen” caught my
attention. The episode of

Coast focused on the Scottish
islands of Lewis and Harris.
This, highly recommended,
documentary showed scenes
of the weavers of the famous
Harris Tweed collecting lichen
from which the dyes of the
Harris Tweed yarns were
extracted.
It is a minor irony that, as a
student, while I was railing
about the "useless, ugly
lichens", I was the proud
owner of a Harris Tweed
jacket. We live and learn!
Gerry Bennett
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Mary Rajapakse has been one of
the most prolific contributors to
your newsletter. Mary travels the
globe with her little camera to get
great shots of birds and bears by
getting up close and personal. We
have space for only a few of
Mary's pictures here. You will soon
see more of Mary's pictures on
your website. -ed.
The Birds of Sedona

I was a regular visitor to this
area, and had my "Bird
Watching Home Run Day" on
the 2nd of March, when I saw
the Bald Eagle, Common BlackHawk, Northern Harrier, and a
group of Great Blue Herons.
The Bald Eagle Is an
occasional winter visitor, but I
saw it twice. The Common
Black-Hawk, a summer resident
seen ONLY in this very small

Bubbling Ponds
Gambel’s Quail
and Page Springs
by
Hatcheries are
located just outside Mary Rajapakse
Sedona, in the little
town of Page
Springs. This is
Arizona’s largest
coldwater fish
production facility
producing nearly
700,000 trout a
year, some of which
fall prey to the
awaiting birds.

area in North America. Is a
spring- summer migrant. Its
regular home is Mexico.
Birdwatchers come from across
North America to see this bird.
The Common Black-Hawk, Bald
Eagle, Belted Kingfisher all
used the same perch.
The Northern Harrier is an
uncommon winter resident. I
saw it only twice. It was a real
treat to be sooo close to this
bird (female) as it came
flying in and rested on a
mound of sticks on the
ground, perhaps its food
cache.
The grouping of Great
Blue Herons was
particularly lovely.
Mary Rajapakse

Please Check your Programme for Details
HURONIA REGIONAL MEETING

Contact:

May 2014
Kate Harries 322-2545

GEORGIAN BAY WATERS
Thursday May 15, 2014, 7:30 p.m.
.Contact:
Bob Reader 533-9996

83rd ON AGM

June 20-22nd, 2014
Contact Barbara MacKenzie-Wynia 705-424-2877
Contact

BIG PULL
Kate Harries 322-2545
POT LUCK AND MEMBERS NIGHT

BRACEBRIDGE PONDS AND KERR PARK

Contact:

Saturday May 24, 2014
Bob Reader 533-9996

Contact:

Thursday June 19, 2014
Tiny Marsh
Ken MacDonald 526-1487

CHIMNEY SWIFTS
Wednesday May 28, 2014

Contact:

Ken MacDonald 526-1487
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DOROTHY HARPER ON SETTING A NEW PB AT THIS YEAR'S BAILLIE BIRDATHON
IN SUPPORT OF BIRD STUDIES CANADA AND THE MIDLAND-PENETANGUISHENE FIELD NATURALISTS.
HERE IS DOROTHY'S REPORT:

to our delight, OFO (Ontario
Federation of Ornithologists)
was holding a guided
demonstration of shorebirds in
the beautiful new blind there.
There weren't a lot, but they
were well-seen, because
Birding this Spring
of the many fancy scopes
was quite an
Great Blue Herons by Mary Rajapakse
belonging to the OFO
adventure! I went
guides. Lots of dunlin,
on May 6 to
and 2 uncommon whiteRondeau with two
rumped sandpipers were
friends. Got there in
standouts.
the afternoon. We
started out with soThat night another front
so weather, no rain,
moved in, with
and a few birds
thunderstorms and high
around (about 70
winds. BUT, it brought in
species that
a whole new set of
afternoon). That
migrants, and we had a
night a cold front
great morning of birding
moved in with rain
the park - a decent
and cool temps.
warbler show, and good
Wednesday
numbers of thrushes. We
morning was dead,
stuck it out with four or five
had to leave at noon, but I had
practically no birds, as the
others and was rewarded with
racked up 106 species, a
migrants from Tuesday had
lots of species, and a little more
personal best!
moved out with the weather
rain. Highlights were looks at
front. We went in and out of the
every swallow resident in
Now we need to donate, so that
visitor centre, to escape the
Ontario, skimming the ponds for
my soggy, cold walks will not
rain. Very discouraging!
insects. Many duck species
have been in vain!
Wednesday afternoon we
were huddling out of the
signed up for a visit to the
weather, and a few shorebirds
Thanks to everyone,
Blenheim sewage lagoons.
too. I decided to start my
Those of you who are birders
Birdathon count as of then.
Dorothy Harper
know that sewage lagoons are
gold mines for shorebirds and
After thawing out in the car, we
waterfowl. As we climbed the hill
drove to Hillman marsh, where
Baillie Birdathon report, May
7-8, 2014.
Well, I am back from the birding
trip to Rondeau.

to the lagoons the wind hit us
like a wall. It was a cold wind
too, and so strong we had to
hold the scopes to prevent them
from toppling over! My friends
quickly left for the car, but I
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