Volume 13, Issue 2, Spring 2013

http://users.csolve.net/~mpfnc/

The Newsletter of the Midland/Penetanguishene
Field Naturalists

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
To study and appreciate nature.
To protect and preserve wildlife and
the environment.
To stimulate public interest in, and
promote protection
and preservation of
nature.

Message from
the President

Photo humour supplied by Wendy Maurice.

unusual species when possible with a
photograph or specimen.”
This is a really exciting opportunity for
those who want to learn about insects,
plants, birds, and all the life forms that
biological inventory is being
can be found at the Marsh. We will all
carried out at Tiny Marsh this year be working as a team, learning on the
and next, led by environmental
job under Bob's supervision.
consultant Bob Bowles.
There will be 15 field days from AprilIn contrast to the last such inventories, October in 2013, and the same again in
undertaken in the 1970s, when the
2014. What dates should we set aside? I
Marsh was run by full-time Ministry of asked Bob at a meeting of a dozen
Natural Resources staff, this one will
volunteers who assembled at the nature
rely on volunteers for much of the
interpretive centre in March.
legwork.
Well, that showed how little I knew,
because it doesn't work that way. We
The volunteer board that operates the
will only go out when the weather is
provincial wildlife area voted last year
good, so we get a high species count.
to retain Bob who plans a more
Bob will decide the day before, and an
rigorous inventory than in the past. “
email will go out to team members to
We will include dragonflies, butterflies
be at Tiny Marsh the next day at 8 a.m.
and other insects,” he explains, “plus
and expect to work until around 4 p.m.
we will record species at risk and
And if the weather changes for the
invasive species, plus confirm each
Volunteers welcome to
participate in Tiny Marsh 2year biological inventory

A

worse overnight, we will have a
telephone tree to call the field day off
early in the morning.
Our first field day was April 15.
Seventeen people went out and we
worked through the western end of the
Marsh, getting started on some of the
lists. Lovely moment: lunch in the field,
surrounded by boisterous Goldcrowned Kinglets.
If you're interested in participating,
email me at kateharries41@gmail.com
or call me at 705-322-2545.
Please also join us at the Big Pull –
garlic mustard eradication days at Tiny
Marsh, on Saturday and Sunday, June 1
and 2, and June 8 and 9, 9:30 to noon
(any one of these mornings), or let me
know if a different time works for you,
any time after May 15 and before June
9.
Kate Harries
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Potpourri
TORRANCE BARRENS

GUEST SPEAKERS AND SPECIAL EVENTS
Please check your Programme or Website for
Details
MATCHEDASH BAY
Saturday April 27, 2013
Contact:

Saturday June 8, 2013
Bob Reader 533-9996

Contact

82nd ON AGM

June 7th – 9th, 2013
Contact:

Lauren Wright 1-800-440-2366 ext 271

Jim Charlebois 534-4594

BIG PULL
Garlic Mustard at Tiny Marsh
Kate Harries 322-2545

ON HURONIA REGIONAL MEETING

Saturday May 4, 2013 (NOTE Change)
Spring Regional meeting in Awenda Park.
Contact:

Contact:

Contact

Carolynn Fishleigh 549-0827

POT LUCK AND MEMBERS NIGHT

Thursday June 20, 2013
Tiny Marsh
Walk 5:30 p.m.
Dinner 6:15 p.m.

MR. BIRD OF CANADA
Thursday May 16, 2013, 7:30 p.m.
Bob Reader 533-9996
Contact:

Kate Harries 322-2545

Some Backwoods Wisdom
My dad ran a small business in
South River. At times he needed a
watchman. These men were
invariably wise, kindly and well
spoken, as folk tended to be in
those days. One day this man,
whose name l wish that l could
remember, returned from going

down the river to catch speckled
trout. When he returned Dad asked
him how he had done. His
response so tickled my father's
fancy that he repeated it to us on
several occassions. lt was, "Had l
been hunting instead of fishing l
would have gotten two deer, a bear

and several partridge, (modest
pause), most likely. " The words
remain with me to this day and
remind me of the backwoodman's
acceptance of the world as it is.
Dave Whitehead.

Painted Trillium
-Copeland Forestby Ron Boettger

Photo by Gerry Bennett

Trout Lily
-Bronte Prov.Parkby Ron Boettger
Photo by Betty Bennett
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Get online for nature fun!
www.sciencedaily.com is another
here are many sites on the
fascinating site, with information
internet for us to connect with
from the world of science about just
nature. We can be amused, dazzled,
about anything in the world,
thrilled or just interested by various
web sites. Here are some examples: including nature.

T

If you are interested in local nature,
you can start with the Simcoe
Nature Board,
www.boards2go.com/boards/board.
cgi?user=SimcoeNatureBoard This
is our local bulletin board of
sightings in Simcoe County.
Managed by Bob Bowles, the site is
populated by local people just like
you, who post their sightings from
our area. Birds, insects, plants, etc.,
are all here, and you can ask
questions too.

Visit www.skyandtelescope.com if
you are interested in astronomy. To
look at most of the information on
this site, you have to register. But it
is free. Don't forget our own
Terence Dickinson's web page,
www.skynews.ca Check out the
view
from the space station at night! This is just a start on nature on the
If you are enthralled with bugs, try
web, so get clicking!
www.whatsthatbug.com for some
If you want something closer to
wonderful photos and interesting
home, try www.wildcanada.net It is
Dorothy Harper
facts about the insect world. It is an
meant to be a destination site for
American web site, but the bugs are
would-be tourists, but there is lots of
international!
information on our country here.
Go to this link for a really amusing
"discovery" video about penguins
from the BBC.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dfWzp
7rYR4 Once on that site, you can
watch some of the other amusing
animal videos.

files, but I am confident of the
general location as being in
the northern portion of the
Wawa area. Note that each
point on the upper figure
represents the same sample
location as the corresponding
point on the lower figure.

Lead in the Evironment
During the 1980's Dr. John Fortesque
of the Ontario Geological Survey,
designed and carried out a number of
helicopter-supported, lake-sediment
surveys of large areas of Northern
Ontario. Cores of lake-sediment of
about one meter in length were
collected from hundreds of lakes and
analyzed for several metallic elements.
pH etc.
Research by limnologists at Queen's
University had earlier determined that
the appearance of ragweed (ambrosia)
pollen in the upper section of lake
sediment marked the time of deforestation
and the coeval rise of ragweed in North
America.

The figure from such a survey, shows the
concentration of lead in lake sediment in
recent times compared to the time before
the coming of the Europeans. I do not
recall the map area, because I just recently
discovered the figure among old computer

We may assume that the
widespread, elevated
concentration of lead in the
lake sediment is from leaded
gasoline, while the peak
concentrations may be the
result of mining in the Wawa.
Gerry Bennett

The Clarke Index-1 is a measure
of relative abundance.
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departed. Within five minutes we
were stopped again by another
sighting of a Snowy Owl. The bird
bout 10 members of the
showed some brown among the
Midland-Penetanguishine
Field Naturalists Club met at white, telling us it was probably an
immature owl.
the Walmart parking lot. We later
Lightning does
met with members of the Brereton
Field Naturalists Club. The weather strike twice! Sorry
for those who could
was about -7 C. and cloudy with
not be there.
occasional snow flurries. With all
Sightings of these
clad in heavy cold weather gear
owls are rare. The
and many styles of toques, we were bird gods were
ready for anything.
looking after us that
day. During this stop
We eventually arrived at the Tiffin
Horned Larks were
Conservation Area with members
observed flying low
scanning the skies, trees and fields. in the fields. One
Most of the many bodies of water in lark member flew
the fields were iced-over. The few over our vehicles.
areas of open water concentrated
the many birds seen. Several
Our trek continued
hawks were identified as being
on. Our first big
Rough-legged Hawks and Northern body of water
Harriers. We stopped to observe
produced several
two coyotes strolling through a
Tundra Swans, two Mallards; all
farmers field. In an adjacent field
mixed up with many Canada Geese.
we were amazed to see that a
High above in a tree sat a large hawk.
great, white Snowy Owl stood on
It was hard to keep this convey
the ground looking back at us. At
moving. Our next destination took us
first glance it looked like a big lump to the southern edge of the Minesing
of snow in the field. Being
Swamp area. Again, thanks to some
completely white this told us it was open water, we were able to observe
a mature bird.
many Tundra Swans. High in a tree
It took some time to get the convey above the birds a porcupine
back underway but we eventually
munched on a small limb; having

A

already debarked most of the trees
upper branches.
It was now time for us to head for our
final destination on this outing, the
Tiffin Conservation Area.
Cooks were awaiting our
arrival. We were to be
treated with homemade
pancakes, sausage along
with real maple syrup.
After much conversation
and seconds and thirds
on the food line, it was
time to end this outing.
Those listed here were
observed during our
outing:
Tundra Swans, Canada
Geese, Snow Goose,
Horned Larks, Cows,
Rock Doves, Gulls,
Mourning Doves, Mallards, Roughlegged Hawks, Northern Harrier,
Snowy Owl, Red-winged Black Bird,
Starlings, White-tailed Deer, Coyotes
and finally our robust porcupine.
‘Til next time.
Jim Charlebois

Correction
Recently it was pointed out to me that in the Fall
2011 Lilypad, on page 6, I mis-identified the
insects seen in pictures 1a to 3. The insects in
the pictures are not the mobile phase of the
scale insects involved in Beech Bark Disease,
but are pictures of another insect pest on
Beech, unrelated to the Bark Disease. We
live and learn!
Betty Bennett
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Outings Continued
March 16/13 Horned Larks &
Pancake Lunch at Tiffin
Conservation Authority
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involved in such a large group in
my 20+ years in the Club. We had
a few more join us at the pancake
lunch at Tiffin bring the total up to
57. We kept the kitchen
staff on their toes.

(2), Rock Doves.
Strongville Rd route – Snowy
Owls (2), Tundra Swans (12+)
Canada Geese, Blue Jay, Black-

Trip Leader – Brian Gibbon,
assisted by David Lord & Brian
Backland Kitchen at Tiffin – Jean
Horned Lark
& Bruce Wilson, assisted by Lynne David & Linda Mair
-Wikipediabrought Vickie, a Chinese
Gibbon, Linda Crome, Winn
exchange student, who is
Bowser & Al McNair
living with them to
Weather – Dull and overcast with experience the fun. Vickie
periodic sunny intervals, -5C with is studying at Georgian
College and has been in
a moderate wind making it feel
Canada for a year and a
cold.
half now. She had a
couple of lifers – Snowy
President David Lord extended
an invitation to the other Clubs to Owls, Rough-legged
capped Chickadee, Mourning
join us when he spoke at the joint Hawks and Tundra Swans.
Dove. Heard Horned Larks out in
meetings of the Clubs in Midland
the fields and saw one or two
David Lord commented that we
last Sept/12; they took us up on
his offer. We had 18 people from should try and organize more joint flitting about but no good sightings
that everyone could see.
outing to support each others
the Midland-Penetang Field
McKinnon Rd. Canada Geese,
organizations.
Naturalists Club, two from the
Snow Goose, Tundra Swans,
Muskoka Field Naturalists and two
Red-winged
Blackbirds, Mourning
BIRDS:
Little
Lake
parking
lot,
from the Orillia Field Naturalists. A
Dove,
Hairy
&
Downy
American Crows and Northern
thank you to Liz Schandlen who
Woodpeckers. The farm house at
Cardinals singing.
contacted Lynne Gibbon and
the end of the road was devoid of
George Johnson Rd.
organized the Midland group and
to her husband David for bringing Hawk (sp), Amer. Crows, duck (sp) birds. There were 19 red-winged
male blackbirds huddled together
on Willow Creek, European
them down and meeting us in
in a tree wishing very much that
Starlings.
Minesing. We ended up with a
they were somewhere else
convoy of 16 cars with 40 people Ronald Rd. Canada Geese,
OTHER: Two coyotes, porcupine,
Mallard Ducks, Ring-billed Gulls.
(and a dog). I have never been
grey
squirrel, and two deer.
South Glenn
Gary Landing
Brian Backland
Photo by Gerry B
Rd. Roughlegged Hawks

Infected
Trillum
by
Ron
Boettger
The Minising outing group.
Photo by Brian Backland
Page 5

Volume 13, Issue 2, Spring 2013

http://users.csolve.net/~mpfnc/

The Newsletter of the Midland/Penetanguishene
Field Naturalists

Given all the positive comments by readers of Bob
Whittam's “Birds of Georgian Bay” I thought it fitting to
include a too short excerpt. The Wye Marsh still has copies.
ed.
Warbler breeds in shrubby old fields, Neotropical migrant species whose
status is a matter of concern.
early-stage regenerating forests,
dunes, and other early successional
In the avian world, the logical habitat habitats. After a summer on Georgian
The Prairie Warbler is bright
is not always reflected in a birds
yellow on the underparts and has a
name. The Prairie Warbler, for
long tail that it flicks repeatedly. Its
exampIe, is not a Prairie resident,
buzzy song rises in pitch. The adult
but is at home in parts of the rocky
is most likely to he confused with
shores of the 30,000 Islands. It
the Pine Warbler which is much
could have been called "Rocky
larger, has indistinct, dark (not
Warbler" but then there are some
black) markings on head and
populations that live on sand
underparts and lacks chestnut on the
dunes so we'll stick with Prairie
back. Pine Warblers may also wag
Warbler to avoid local arguments.
their tail feathers, but not habitually.
Immature Magnolia Warblers may
The largest population of
resemble the immature Prairie
Prairie Warblers is found on the
Warbler, hut the Magnolia Warbler
eastern shore of Georgian Bay, one
has a yellowish rump and grayish
of only a few areas where this
head, with a complete eye-ring.
species breeds in Ontario. Here
Other warblers that wag their tail
amidst the rocky outcrops, it nests
differ significantly in size and
in stunted White Pine, Red and
plumage pattern. Two of the best
White Oak and Juniper bushes.
references are A Field Guide to
The largest part of the population
Warblers
of North America by Dunn
Bay, it may winter in the Bahamas, on
can he found in the Cognasheneand Garret (1997) and Warblers of
Caribbean islands, and in southern
Honey Harbour area as well as in
the
Great Lakes Region and Eastern
Florida. Before European settlement,
Massasauga Provincial Park, Go
North America by Chris Earley
the species was rare or absent in
Home Bay and Sans Souci. There is much of its present breeding range;
(2003).
some speculation that the habitat for following deforestation, it became
From Birds of Georgian Bay by
Prairie Warblers is dependent upon
widespread by the mid-twentieth
Bob
Whittam (with permission)
fire as an agent for succession.
centur. Since about 1970, its numbers
Throughout the rest of its range in the have declined in parts of the breeding
eastern United States, the Prairie
range, and it is now one of the
Prairie Warb1er
A Georgian Bay Specialist

A Recipe for Home Made Suet
1 cup peanut butter
2 cups quick oats

1/2 cup Whole wheat flour
1 cup lard
2 cups of corn meal
Optional Additions crushed peanuts, if not using crunchy peanut
butter or

add some raisins.
Mix and form up to fit your suet feeder.
I had some left over after feeding the birds, so I added some brown
sugar to the leftover amount, pressed it into a pan, covered it with
chopped apples with a little bit of the mixture for topping and baked
it. Wayne loved it and gives that his seal of approval, so not only do I
have all kinds of birds - woodpeckers, blue jays, chickadees and
nuthatches enjoying it, so is the family.
Carolynn Fishleigh
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