Volume 12, Issue 1, Spring 2012

http://users.csolve.net/~mpfnc/

The Lilypad

The Newsletter of the
Midland/Penetanguishene Field
Naturalists

The President’s message

Recently in Toronto I noticed the Norway maples were putting on
quite a show. They flower in tight lime-green clusters and it’s
astonishing how widely planted these trees are in the city. In the
towns and villages here in North Simcoe, you’re just as likely to see
the sugar maple. Its flowers hang on long tassels and give the tree a
soft golden hue. On our recent foray to the Minesing wetlands, we
noticed that the maples there add a red note to the landscape. On
closer examination, we found that’s because the keys, already welldeveloped alongside the flowers, are a deep, glossy red. I presume
these are silver maples. If anyone knows for sure, let me know.

Kate Harries
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT
To study and appreciate nature.
To protect and preserve wildlife and
the environment.
To stimulate public interest in, and
promote protection
and preservation of
nature.

A Programme Reminder - Check your Programme or Website for Details
May 17, 212 - To be
announced
Contact: Greg Lutick 5263042
MIDLAND POINT
Saturday May 26, 2012
Contact: Rolf Hartmann 5264913
GRANT’S WOODS

Saturday June 2, 2012
Contact: Bob Reader 5339996
81st ON AGM
June 8  10, 2012
Contact:Barbara MacKenzieWynia
18004402366
BIG PULL

Garlic Mustard at Tiny Marsh

June 9th &10th; June 16th &
17th.
Contact Kate Harries, 3222545
POT LUCK AND MEMBERS NIGHT
Thursday June 21, 2012
Tiny Marsh

Potpourri
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Minesing Swamp Outing - April 28, 2012

our vehicles. In the watery fields, we were
ight members of the Midland, Penetang Field
presented with numerous Greater and Lesser
Naturalist Club trekked on a beautifully cool
Yellowlegs, a Killdeer and King
and sunny day, guided by Syd
Fisher. After a short break, a
Hadlington Esq. on a back road
bite to eat and conversation
adventure to view the many
with another huge club out
splendid and unforeseen wonders
birding, it was time to move
of the Minesing Swamp area.
on. Our guide decided he didn't
Our first stop close to home was
want to swim so, we proceeded
a visit to the Great Horned Owl
to take a detour around the
nest on Prospect Rd in Midland.
swamp to avoid driving through
With Syd's tripod set up, we
water. Upon arrival at our next
were able to see Owls on the
destination, we were greeted
nest. Visibility would have been
with several dozen Pintail
better had not Mother Nature
ducks in their beautiful
thrown in a few newly growing
plumage a(t least the males),
leaves in our way. The view was
Canada Geese, a Hooded
still spectacular. We then
Merganser and Mallards. On
continued on towards Minesing.
the roadside in the watery
On the way sightings of Red
ditch, a muskrat dropped in to
Tailed and Broad Winged Hawks,
say hi and swim by. This
Red Tailed Hawk
Turkey Vultures, American
neared the end of our guided
Kestrel, Canada Geese, the
by Jim Charlebois
tour of Minesing Swamp. With
common Crow and Red-Winged
all members happy to get the
Black Birds filled the lenses of
dust off of their binoculars, it
our binoculars. Our last stop before arriving at the
was time to thank Syd and say bye till later. Thanks
swamp, we could hear the calls of Sand Hill Cranes
Syd for your vast knowledge that you are willing to
but, the birds failed to produce even a feather. Sight
pass on to others.
unseen but, it still counted in our ears. As we
approached our final destination a huge Red Tailed
Jim Charlebois
Hawk sprung up from the undergrowth with food in
his talons and sat on a tree limb for all to gaze.
Wow. We finally arrived at the swamp. With water
in every direction, including on the road, we parked
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From the Book Club

T

he plaque at the side
of the road in
Kinmount never meant
much to me until l read
about Kinmount in Chris
Gudgeon's book,
"Consider the Fish". Now it opens up an
important aspect of Canada that l'd never heard of
much less appreciated. After one of the worst
winters in lceland's history (1874) which saw
saltwater bays frozen over followed by earthquakes
and volcanic eruptions, fearing an apocalyptic end
worthy of their myths and legends, 357 lcelanders
set off in a converted cattle ship, the St. Patrick, to
seek better times in Canada. They included folk
from all walks of life. Kinmount was where they
were temporarily sent and "stuffed into 3 sheds,
barely fit for
livestock...every child under
the age of two passed away.
"Dreams died but some
leaders were sent to explore
possibilities out west.
After disappointment after
disappointment, they almost
miraculously founded
Gimli. lt is significant that this name was chosen
as it comes from ancient myth as "the place
beyond heaven". Those who have survived their
apocalypse founded Gimli, which means" worthy

language.

may dwell". Having been raised on
democratic principles, they sought
and were granted the right to be an
independant state, the "Republic of
New lceland" with their own
constitution, laws, government and

The book abounds with nudges to reconsider
today's accepted practices. One suchi s the
relationship between humans and the world, in this
case, men and fish. lt seems that although many
are dependant upon fish, the marketing of them
and all that it entails, inevitably leads to the over
exploitation and the deterioration of the fish
population. Salvation for the fish seems to
depend upon the destruction of the demand for
them. ln all of this lurks an ancient and basic and
still unanswered question, "To
whom if to any, do fish, and by
extention all creatures, belong ?
In ancient times the answer was,
" Fish belong to whoever catches
them." Some nations still hold to
this. Other nations have tried to
lay claim to any fish within their
self-decreed boundaries. To date
neither approach has proven beneficial to the most
important creatures in the debate, namely, the fish.
Dave and Linda Whitehead.
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Traveling Naturalists
Here are a few pictures from our trip last
November to the Turks and Caicos Islands.
They include a juvenile Yellow-crowned
Night Heron, Great Egret, Iguana, Green
Heron and Osprey. Note that the Osprey
are slightly different than the ones we get
here. The osprey are much lighter in
colour - a lot more white.

Greg Lutick

While visiting a Bald Eagle nesting area at Big
Bear Lake in the the San Bernadino National
Forest of California Mary Rajapaske was lucky
see a bald eagle nest. Mary writes "I zoomed in,
and took a few shots and re-zoomed, with both
mom and dad eagle on the nest.....the area is
closed, its being a bald eagle nesting area. But
this day they had it open to visitors".
Mary Rajapakse

Check out the link
below for more info
and pics.

http:/kbhr933.com/cur
rent-news/draftcreated-march-9-20121006-pm/
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ATTENTION! The 81st Annual Ontario Nature Meeting
Registration is now open for
Ontario Nature’s 81st Annual
General Meeting on June 8-10th
in Chaffey’s Locks (40 km
north of Kingston).
Please let me know if you have
any questions about the weekend.

I’d be happy to provide you with
more info.
Lauren Wright
Executive Assistant
Ontario Nature
214 King Street West, Suite 612

Toronto, ON M5H 3S6
Tel: 416-444-8419 ext. 271
Toll free: 1-800-440-2366
Fax: 416-444-9866
laurenw@ontarionature.org
www.ontarionature.org

Ontario Nature Regional Meeting
The Six Mile Conservation Club is hosting our
spring Ontario Nature meeting on Saturday, May 12,
2012 at Baxter Ward Community Center, Port
Severn. Please feel free to invite other members
from your club to attend. It’s a great way to meet
new people who share your interest in nature and
network with other clubs. How about inviting a new
member to join you? More the merrier.
Please let me know if are attending.
Barbara MacKenzie-Wynia
Central and Northern Regional Co-ordinator
Ontario Nature
Regional Office: Box 79 New Lowell, ON LOM
1NO
(705)424-4399
Ontario Nature

214 King Street West, Suite 612
Toronto, ON M5H 3S6
Tel: 416-444-8419
Toll free: 1-800-440-2366
Fax: 416-444-9866

barbaraw@ontarionature.org
www.ontarionature.org <http://www.ontarionature.org>

Anne Lewis, President
Six Mile Lake Conservationists Club
PO Box 49, Mactier,ON, P0C 1H0
705-756-8425

Carden Nature Festival
Friday June 1st - Sunday June 3rd, 2012
cardennaturefestival.ca
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Seeds of Destruction - by Kate Harries

W

hen people dump leaf and yard waste in
the forest, they imagine it can’t be doing
any harm because it’s organic material and will
break down.
But they may be
sowing the seeds of
destruction, Simcoe
County Forester
Graeme Davis told a
meeting on invasive
alien plant species late
April. “It’s more
problematic than
garbage that we can
pick up and remove,”
Davis said.
Another speaker was
Orillia environmental
consultant Bob
Bowles.
He pointed the fingerGarlic Mustard
at gardeners as key
vectors for many
invasive species.
Periwinkle and goutweed,
both popular garden plants
recommended as easy
groundcover by the
landscape industry, turn into
huge, dense, spreading
problems when they escape,
crowding out native plants.
Invasive Norway Maple is
often recommended as a
shade tree, but our native
Gout weed
Canadian species are both
environmentally appropriate
and beautiful. “Why not
plant a Sugar Maple, they’re
the best tree going,” he said. Erika Weisz, invasive
species biologist with the Ontario ministry of
natural resources, urged people to become
educated. The ministry has a website:
www.invadingspecies.com and has set up an
invasive species hotline: 1-800-563-7711.

Dog –strangling vine is on the watch list – it has
only recently arrived in Simcoe Cunty and besides
being very aggressive, presents a threat to the
monarch butterfly, already
beleaguered by loss of habitat
and climate change. Dogstrangling vine is a European
member of the milkweed family
and the monarchs are deceived
into laying their eggs on the
plant. Unfortunately, when the
caterpillars emerge, they are
unable to feed on the leaves
and they die. People are also
urged to join the Ontario
Invasive Plant Council, which
has a number of useful
publications available free on
request.
One local effort is the Big Pull,
the Tiny Marsh Garlic Mustard
Eradication Days, set for
Saturday and Sunday, June 9
and 10, and June 16 and 17,
9:30 am-noon. Volunteers are
invited to come out for
whichever morning suits
them and spend some quiet
time in a corner of the
marsh where there has
been an early summer pull
for the last three years,
since garlic mustard was
first spotted there. The
plants pull up easily at this
stage, no tools required –
just cover up against bugs!
For more information call
705-322-2545
This article is a condensed version of one that first
appeared at:
http://www.aware-simcoe.ca/council/simcoecounty/2837-invasives.html

Kate Harries
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