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The Newsletter of the
Midland/Penetanguishene Field
Naturalists

President’s Message
This is truly a special year for the club: our 50th
Anniversary and the 10th Anniversary of the
Lilypad.
Many thanks to all who helped prepare our
special celebration and this special anniversary
newsletter.
Looking back at the old programs and newsletters
brings back many fond memories of great
meetings, outings and members who are no longer
with us.
I look forward to many more years. The future
looks great!
Liz Schandlen

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
To study and appreciate nature.
To protect and preserve wildlife and
the environment.
To stimulate public interest in, and
promote protection
and preservation of
nature.

Midland-Penetanguishene Field
Naturalist Club
Box 393, Midland, Ontario L4R 2J8
President: Liz Schandlen 526-8320
Vice President: Kate Harries 322-2545
Treasurer: Carolynn Fishleigh 549-0827
Secretary: Lyn Barnett 549- 3857
Shirley Tilson (Winter) 526-6816
Past President: Dan Whittam 527-5360

NOTE
Most of the photographs in the Memory Lane section of this issue are from the comprehensive
archive kept by Pat Taylor.
Between 2002 and 2006 the Lilypad included profiles of members who have made important
contributions to the success of the Midland-Penetanguishene Field Naturalists Club over the years.
This “Who We Are” series included profiles of Bob Whittam, Fran Westman, Rev. Lloyd Delaney,
Betty Carter, John and Edna Lucas, Dan Webb and Pat Taylor. PDF files of the “Who We Are”
tributes are available upon request at bengerbet@rogers.com. New members will find these “Who
We Are” series interesting reading.
http://users.csolve.net/~mpfnc/
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Fifty Years of Nature
Study
This year is the 50th
anniversary of the MidlandPenetanguishene Field
Naturalists’ Club (MPFNC), one
of the oldest affiliates of the
Federation of Ontario
Naturalists. The objective of the
Club is to promote public
awareness of natural history,
conservation and the
environment through outings,
public lectures and nature study.

The MPFNC is involved in
many projects in the area
including the Adopt-a-Highway
program, the Christmas Bird
Count as well as environmental
and wildlife surveys.
The MPFNC began in 1961
with a few local individuals
lead by Midland Secondary
School (MSS) teachers Warren
Jacklin and Ed Cable. They
began a tradition of meeting
once a month to discuss natural
history and to learn more about
the natural world. The first
meetings were held in the old
YMCA building in downtown
Midland and they are still
meeting on a regular basis.
One of the most important
contributions of the MPFNC
was to secure the development
of the Wye Marsh Wildlife
Centre in negotiations with the
Canadian Wildlife Service in
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1967-68. Local entrepreneur
Bill Cranston and Warren
Jacklin met with Dr. Dave
Munroe, Director or the
Canadian Wildlife Service
(CWS) to encourage him to
make Wye Marsh the first
wildlife interpretation centre in
Canada. They were successful
and the centre was opened
officially in 1970 by future
Prime Minister, Jean Chretien
who was then a young Minister.
It was the beginning of a
series of trans Canada ecology
centres and Wye Marsh quickly
became the home for the
MPFNC. It has been the
venue for hundreds of
public lectures on
Natural History ever
since.
The MPFNC was also
instrumental in lobbying
the government in 1984-85
when the Wye Marsh Wildlife
Centre was closed due to
government cutbacks. The
MPFNC helped to lead the
charge against this bureaucratic
decision and was a key factor
in the Friends of Wye Marsh
taking over the operation of the
centre.
There have been many
dedicated members of the
MPFNC and one of these
exemplifies the kind of
personality that makes the club
so special. Fran Westman was
called the Mother of the Marsh.
She was an avid naturalist who
lived in Tay Township and she
mentored many naturalists such
as Tony Reznicek, now one of
North America's leading
botanists. She was an avid
birdwatcher and an active
wildflower gardener and she
was always ready to share her

knowledge of nature with
others.
The board of directors of the
MPFNC has had some
outstanding guidance from a lot
of presidents and executive
members over the years.
Why not join President Liz
Schandlen and the MPFNC as
they start their second fifty
years with a celebration on May
15th, 2011 at Café Ste. Marie
in Midland. Well known
astronomer and author Terence
Dickinson will be the Key Note
Speaker at the dinner.
The MPFNC is still affiliated
with the FON, now Ontario
Nature and meets regularly at
the Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre
on the 3rd Thursday of the

month from September until
June. For more information
contact the MPFNC, Box 393,
Midland ON L4R 4L1 (705)
526-8320
(www.csolve.net~mpfnc).
The MPFNC welcomes you and
looks forward to your
participation.
Bob Whittam
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Birding in Mexico
While on vacation on the
Yucatan Peninsula in the
Progreso area, I had the good
fortune to hook up with local

r

esident Bev Scott, formerly of
Ottawa. We went out for a
few hours early one morning,
along with her husband
Murray Sullivan (a great bird
photographer). We traversed
some salt marshes rich in
wading birds – flamingoes a
thin pink line in the distance,
roseate spoonbills overhead –
and then we birded around the
Mayan ruins at Xcambo,
which was quite magical. I
recorded 46 species but it
turned out from the list Bev
sent me (below) we’d
accumulated 68! Bev blogs at
http://www.mangoverde.com/bir
dsound/picpages/pic46-703.html This was my first time
birding in the tropics, so it

was quite a thrill going out
with such an accomplished
birder. At the airport hotel the
morning I left, I also saw
Yucatan Jays, Chachalacas and
a Golden-fronted Woodpecker
--------- STATISTICS --------Species seen - 68
Families w/seen species - 32
The complete list of Kate's
sightings is available upon
request from the editor at
bengerbet@rogers.com
Kate Harries

5th Annual Carden Nature Festival
More than 130 activities for beginners and others where an expert might learn something new.
Many new events to consider.- Kids Nature Safari.Guest Speaker: John and Mary Theberge - The Ptarmigan's Dilemma
Register online at:
http://cardenguide.com/carden-nature-festival

WHAT WE DO
Audubon Christmas Bird
Count
Meetings with interesting
speakers
Road cleanup Hwy. 93 from
Midland to Wyebridge
Maintenance and
identification trail at Wye
Marsh

Outings and nature hikes
Osprey poles
Workshops
Book club

Advocacy

Land protection
Environmental Issues

Interests

Birding
Botany
Geology
Insects
General nature study

It's
Spring!
At Last!
Volume 11, Issue 2, Spring 2011
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A Scrapbook of Memories
This photograph was supplied by Pat Taylor. The Martyrs' Shrine in the background fixes the
location as the Wye Marsh. The action of the figures in the canoe provides a focal point for
the viewer. Eva Kaiser provided the following commentary on the image. Eva says she
cannot remember who took the photograph but thinks is was taken about 1971.
Eva writes:
- The little girl that is leaning over the side of the
canoe (not facing the camera) is Bridget (Dietz)
Laurin. At the time of the photo, I think she was
about 11 or 12 years old. She was an interpretive
naturalist at the Wye Marsh wildlife Centre for
several years after she graduated from College. She
changed careers after she and her husband Gary
raised their 3 children. She is now Constable

Bridget Laurin with the local OPP detachment. Her
oldest son Chris Laurin was featured in the Midland
Mirror last year when he went on a tour of duty
with the military in Afghanistan.
- The gal wearing the dark blue bandana, and the
light blue sweater was a friend of mine Judy
(Windley) Fisher from University of Western
Ontario. She had married, raised 2 children (one is a
nurse and one is working on engineering of some
kind). She is now with her husband for a few years
in South Korea. He is a nuclear physicist with the
Candu reactor set ups.
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- I cannot remember who the 'older' lady is. She is
wearing a fashionable hat though.
- Rev. Lloyd Delaney is quite young still there, in
the bow of the canoe.
- Remember when: only the child, Bridget, is
wearing a life jacket (that's what we used to call
them) . If this were a recent photo, all the adults in
the canoe would be wearing personal floatation
devices (that's what we are supposed to call life
jackets these days)
- The reverend is
wearing a tie for the
event - Wow - talk about
respectful.
- Fran Westman is
showing us Bladderwort.
The bladders were likely
full of interesting water
critters and partially
digested critters like
amphipods.
- Eva (Giesecke) Kaiser
was sporting quite the
mane (those were my
flower-power years). I
loved those canoe trips
throughout the Marsh. I
always found it 'funny'
that just like the old
song verses: "A paved
paradise, put up a
parking lot; put all the
trees in a tree museum and charge the people a
dollar and a half, just to see 'em." . The Canadian
Wildlife Service put up a huge parking lot and
cement pad (this was later removed and replaced
with non-native species of plants - go figure)
entrance to the Wildlife Centre. and then we had to
charge people admission to the trails - basically
paying to see the trees, identified by signs. These
things have not changed.

Eva Kaiser, May, 2011.
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PRESIDENTS PAST AND PRESENT
1966
1967
1968
1969
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1977
1978

-1967
-1968
-1969
-1971
-1972
-1973
-1974
-1975
-1977
-1978
-1979

Warren Jacklin
Elmer Vuorimaki
Trudy Wensveen
William Barkley
John Stott
Dan Webb
Lois Tweedle
John Stott
Bob Whittam
Max Wagg
Tom Stott

1879
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1991

-1981
-1982
-1983
-1984
-1985
-1986
-1987
-1988
-1989
-1990
-1993

Bird Banding Class

A Crafty Crew

OH LOOK! It's a.............
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Lloyd Delaney
John Lucas
Eva Kaiser
Len Dolittle
Joe Burns
Francis Martin
Catherine Culbert
Edwin Glanert
John Lucas
Max Wagg
Dr Peter Brasher

1993
1995
1997
2000
2002
2004
Greg
2006
2009

-1995 Doris Henley
-1997 Eva Kaiser
-2000 Pat Taylor
-2002 Liz Schandlen
-2004 Joanne Scott
-2006 Adrienne Jex &
Lutick
-2009 Dan Whittam
-2011 Liz Schandlen

Our Beach Cleaners

At the Weir

Our Birdman - Sid Hadlington
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Education day at "The Marsh".

Our Road Cleanup Crew

What's a little rain!

Four naturalists in their element

What's a Little Snow!

Check out our website.

http://users.csolve.net/~mpfnc/
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Yes - Some of us do hug trees!
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