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Message from the President
I’ve been on the lookout for white-throated sparrows, a
sure sign of fall as they migrate through our area.
ONTBIRDS has listed them in Ottawa since the
beginning of the month. Last year, I first saw one in
my backyard September 19. So far this year, not a
flash. Perhaps I’ve been too busy to spot them, but
usually they’re hard to miss. Hurry up, guys, the niger
seed feeder is topped up and ready for you!

Kate Harries
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Box 393, Midland, Ontario L4R 4L1
President: Kate Harries 322-2545
Vice President: Ken MacDonald 5261847
Treasurer: Carolynn Fishleigh 549-0827
Secretary: Lyn Barnett 549- 3857
Shirley Tilson (Winter) 526-6816
Past President: Liz Schandlen 526-8320

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
To study and appreciate nature.
To protect and preserve wildlife and
the environment.
To stimulate public interest in, and
promote protection
and preservation of
nature.

A Programme Reminder - Check your Programme or website for details
ELSIE’S CREEK NATURE
PRESERVE
NATURE, HIKING AND HISTORICAL
Saturday October 1, 2011 10:00 a.m.

Saturday October 29, 2011

MERGANSERS
Thursday October 20, 2011, 7:30 p.m.

WYE MARSH FUNDRAISING DINNER
Friday November 4, 2011

AWENDA PARK
Saturday October 22, 2011

ANTARCTIC ADAPTATIONS
Thursday November 17, 2011, 7:30
p.m.

ON HURONIA REGIONAL MEETING

http://users.csolve.net/~mpfnc/

FOSSIL HUNT
Wednesday November 2, 2011

CHRISTMAS POT LUCK AND
112th AUDUBON BIRD COUNT
Saturday December 17, 2011 6:00 p.m.
THE STORY OF GOLD & DIAMONDS
Thursday January 19, 2012 7:30 p.m.
BIRDING 102
(Completion of Birding 101 not a
prerequisite)
Saturday January 21, 2012 10:00a.m.

Page 1

Volume 11, Issue 3, Fall 2011

Owls Happen by Kay McKeever

The rodents come from near and far,
for garbage thrown from our cars
A sandwich crust, potato chips,
A candy wrapper, burger bits.
This never-ending trail of fats,
Attracts the mice, the voles and rats.
They used to forage in the fields,
For seeds and grains and insect meals,
Where feathered hunter's ears and eyes
Could safely find a rodent prize.
But now in numbers never dreamed,
They're concentrated by a stream
Of speeding cars, in deafening sound,
With flashing lights, vibrating ground.
A frightening world of sights and sounds!
But still, the owls' prey must be found;
From posts and road signs, night and day,
The nervous raptors watch for prey —
For little furry blobs that try
To reach the trash, as cars speed by.
A mouse runs out, in flooding light,
An owl dives, practiced in his strike.

REMEMBER - Ontario

Nature’s 81st AGM and
Gathering, June 8 -10,
2012 at the Opinicon
Resort Hotel which is
northeast of Kingston in
the Frontenac Arch.
Ontario Nature Fall
Regional Meetings – all
welcome!
- Huronia: October 29,
Friends of Minesing
Wetlands, Barrie
- Carolinian West: October
29, Naturalized Habitat
Network, Windsor
- Great Lakes West:
November 5, Stratford
Field Naturalists, Stratford
Looking forward to

hearing about your
activities and programs.
Barbara MacKenzie-Wynia
Central and Northern
Regional Co-ordinator
Ontario Nature, Regional
Office: Box 79 New
Lowell, ON LOM 1NO,
(705)424-4399
Ontario Nature 366
Adelaide Street West, Suite
201 Toronto ON M5V 1R9
Tel: 416-444-8419 Toll
free: 1-800-440-2366 Fax:
416-444-9866
barbaraw@ontarionature.org
www.ontarionature.org
<http://www.ontarionature.or
g>

A moment, to secure his prey,
Alas, if take-off thus delayed
The gap is closed, and now too late
For hope of even winged escape.
First impact, pain, then broken back,
Soft feathers lying by the track;
A skilled provider, doomed to die
In our polluted countryside.
Owl mothers wait on nests, in vain,
For mates who'll never come again.
Alone, she can't both hunt and brood;
Her owlets now, will perish too.
A life-bond gone, so near success:
In her short life, is there time left
To find a second bond, and then
To build it to new life again?
Though dumping trash is human vice
million wild lives pay its price.
For God's sake bring your garbage home
The roads are not where it belongs.
Submitted by Adrienne Jex
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Outings

Elsie’s Creek Nature Preserve
Saturday October 1, 2011, fourteen
brave souls (and one dog) bundled up
and made our way to Carl and
Rebecca Campitelli’s home in the
Copeland Forest. But the sun soon cooperated and we enjoyed a wonderful
tour around this historical slice of the
forest. Carl’s love of the land shines
through as he shared the history of
the land and his hope for it’s future
with us.

Members, Friends, Carl with Sons and Kirby the Dog

Liz Schandlen

A day well spent in the Copeland Forest

Photo by Susan MacDonald
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SUCCESSFUL PLOVER BREEDING AT
WASAGA BEACH
2011 was a record_summer for the 2 pairs of
piping plovers nesting at Wasaga Beach. This
fourth year of plovers nesting in our area saw
8 chicks hatch. 5 young birds survived to start
their migration to the Gulf of Mexico in
August, the most to date. Dangers such as
predation, disease, human disturbance and
weather events all risk the survival of these

tiny , sparrow-sized birds. Last year only 1
chick survived the summer! Watching the
newly-hatched 'cotton balls on legs' grow,
develop their feathers and wings, and finally
learn to fly is an exciting, sometimes nervewracking experience. The nesting area is
fenced and the nest itself protected with a

Garlic Mustard Pesto
3 cups garlic mustard greens
with stems
2/3 cup extra virgin olive oil
1 teaspoon chopped garlic
mustard root
2 tablespoons chopped fresh
chives
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mesh 'cage' to keep predators out. Teams of
volunteers monitors them from 8am to 9pm in
shifts of 3 1/2 hours. At night the Provincial
Park Wardens keep an eye on things. Without
this, on a busy beach like Wasaga, the birds
would stand no chance. After about 10 weeks
on the beach, a volunteer feels almost like a
parent, watching one's young leave home and
start on their long journey south.
Volunteering usually starts around mid-May
and continues till early August. You can
choose the times and days as your own

schedule permits. If you are interested in
helping, call the Wasaga Beach Provincial Park
office at 705-429-2516 next April and they
will invite you to the volunteer orientation in
May.
Irene Berry

¼ cup pine nuts
salt to taste

Parmesan cheese if desired.
Add salt to taste.

Put everything into a food
processor and blend until
smooth. Cook your favourite
pasta and toss with pesto
mixture while the pasta is
hot. Garnish lightly with

From Pest to Pesto: A
Culinary Guide Published by
Kalamazoo Nature Center
James Whittier, CA
Direct Line (705) 527-1884
ext 205
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Potpourri
Mexico - On the Wild Side
There are a lot of different
habitats in Mexico - desert,
rainforest, coastline, thicket,
mountain, etc. The habitat we
chose for a holiday is an
expanding one overdeveloped tourist beach
habitat. Imagine the guilt!
Two naturalists, aiding in the
destruction of the planet by
staying in an
all-inclusive hotel, complete
with wasted food, excessive
towel and sheet washing and
worker oppression. We did
exactly this for two weeks of
R&R last January. We chose
a resort just North of Puerto
Vallarta, a village on the
West coast. it urged out to be
a delightful place, small,

quiet and wonderful food.
And the staff are very grateful
to be working. Puerto Vallarta
is on the Bay of Banderas.
This is a large enclosed bay,
with lots of sea life,
including dolphins, humpback
whales, sea turtles and a
variety of fish. The
humpbacks come there to
calve, so there is
ample opportunity to see the
babies with their mothers.
Olive Ridley turtles are the
most common species of sea
turtles found in the Bay.
They nest on the beach in
November-December, but we
were very lucky to have a late
nest of eggs hatch virtually at
our feet one day! There is a

ranger station for these turtles
on the beach, and every hotel
knows the number to call if a
nest is seen to be hatching.
The ranger comes and
collects the baby turtles,
inviting the onlookers to help.
He keeps them until nightfall,
then releases them into the
sea. This prevents birds from
predating the babies. it was
quite a treat to see this in
action. All in all, despite the
over-developed coastline, this
is a great part of the world,
and yes, we would go again.

- Dorothy Harper

WHAT WE DO
Attention: Midland Council;
Town of Midland Planning
and Development Committee;
Wes Crown, Director of
Planning and Development
for the Town of Midland

years we have developed community
involvement with Huronia Historical
Parks, acting as a support group for
the historic site. We currently operate
a revenue generating retail business,
the "Images of Ste. Marie" Museum
Gift Shop.

Dear Sirs and Madams
I am writing to you as the President of
the Friends of Ste. Marie to express
our group's concerns about the recent
rezoning of property bordering on the
Wye River and the site of Ste. Marie
among the Hurons to allow for the
construction of a private materials
recovery and transfer station to be
owned and operated by Recycling
Specialities Inc.
"The Friends of Ste. Marie" is a
community non-profit organization
supported by a volunteer board,
incorporated in October 1979 as a cooperating association affiliated with
Ste. Marie among the Hurons. For 32

It makes little sense to our
organization to locate a scrap yard
right next to what are surely the crown
jewels of the Midland area - Ste.
Marie, the Martyrs' Shrine and the
Wye Marsh. In 1964 reconstruction of
the historic site was started and so for
almost 50 years, going right back to
the days of Bill Cranston and the
"Greeting Grannies", thousands of
people from Midland have worked
hard to develop Ste. Marie into what it
is today - one of the finest tourist
attractions and heritage sites in
Canada. Certainly for anyone from
outside our area, these attractions are
the recognizable face of the Midland
area. We feel your decision gives that

face a black eye.
We find it particularly puzzling that this
recent zoning decision was taken
without notifying these significant
players in Midland's economy or
adequately consulting with them. We
have seen Midland council at times
bend over backwards to accommodate
other industries, such as Raytheon
Elcan, and can only assume that your
committee's actions show an inability
to seethe"big picture".As citizens we
count on Midland Council to make
decisions which not only foster our
economic well being but also preserve
the cultural and environmental
heritage that we all treasure. It is the
reason we live here. We hope that
you will reconsider your decision.

Yours Truly
Ken MacDonald
President of the Friends of Ste.
Marie

