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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Winter is now upon us, but it has certainly started out as a mild one. more

people may make it out to our meetings and trips as a result! We have had
a great response to the Pelee island trip, in fact we are just about sold out.
Hope everyone who wants to go has contacted Pat Taylor by now. Let's
have an active winter, and look forward to Spring, and the Spring newsletter.

Liz Schandlen

102nd NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
MIDLAND PENETANGUISHENE FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB

DECEMBER 15, 2001
On an overcast Saturday morning, following a day of snowfall, 29 members of our club set out for the annual trek to
record birds seen in our area. The eight different groups all set out around 8:00AM and traveled by car or foot to cover
their areas. Again this year, all eyes and ears were alert in an attempt to spot all of our feathered friends who at times
can be very deceptive and difficult to get a really good look at. Once an identification has been made the information is
transferred to a tally sheet which records the species type and number seen.
This year our spotters saw 59 species and a total of 4,714 individuals. Some notables this year were, Black-capped Petrel, Snow Goose, Bald Eagle, Black-backed Woodpecker, White-crowned Sparrow and Dark-eyed Junco.
As always, after another successful count, the Club met at the Wye Marsh for our Annual Pot Luck Dinner and Auction. Approximately 50 members enjoyed a great meal and $265 was raised for the McKeever Owl Foundation.
Thank you very much to all who participated and we hope to see you next year.
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Midland-Penetanguishene Field
Naturalists Club
Box 393
Midland Ontario L4R 2J8
OUR MISSION STATEMENT

To study and appreciate nature.
To protect and preserve wildlife and
the environment.
To stimulate public interest in, and
promote protection and
preservation of
nature.

President: Liz Schandlen
1st Vice president: Joanne Scott
2nd Vice president: Adrienne Jex
Treasurer: Diane Marr
Secretary: Joanne Scott
Past President: Pat Taylor

We’re on the web!
www.csolve.net/~mpfnc

Recipes!
We have two more recipes for you, one a treat for the birds, and one for us!

For The Birds
Suet Comfort Food

2 cups white flour
2 cups whole wheat flour
2 cups cornmeal
2 cups quick-cooking oats
1 tsp. salt
1 ½ cups shortening
½ cup crunchy peanut butter
1 cup lard
1 ¾ cups water
Combine dry ingredients with your hands. Add shortening,
lard and peanut butter. Mix well. Add enough water to
make a stiff dough. Divide into portions to fit suet holder.
May be frozen or kept in refrigerator.
Marilyn Lawrence

For Us
Cool Lunches

Packing nutritious yet tasty food for a hike or trip is difficult; especially if you are leaving early in the morning.
Packing and freezing your lunch the night before solves
that problem and keeps your food cool until lunch. The
trick is to find foods that freeze well. Flavoured cream
cheese spread on hearty bread, pitas or tortillas works well.
Here are some tasty variations; just stir into a 250 gr.
packet of cream cheese and spread.
1 tbsp or more accents; lemon juice, mustard, Soy sauce
2 tbsp additions; onions, olives, green onions
1/4-1/2 cups condiments; chutney, peanut butter, cranberry sauce, pesto
1-2 c. meat; tuna, ham, chicken, turkey, salami
Adrienne Jex

Send us your favourite recipes, and we’ll print them right here!
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TRIPS!

JOKES!
Two vultures board an airplane, each carrying two dead raccoons. The flight attendant looks at them and says "I'm sorry
gentlemen, only one carrion allowed per passenger".
Two vultures were in the desert eating a dead clown.
The first vulture asks the second vulture: "Does this
taste funny to you?"

Do you know the difference between unlawful and
illegal? Unlawful means something is against the law
and illegal is a sick bird.

Why does a stork stand on one leg? Because if he took the other leg off
the ground he would fall!
Jokes were found online.
Send us your naturalist jokes and we’ll publish them right here.

Here are some great trips our members have recently taken. If
you’ve been on an interesting trip, send us in an account, and we’ll
print it here.
We were in Ireland last June, and had a wonderful
opportunity to see nesting seabirds, in some of
the most beautiful spots imaginable. One site was
at the southeastern tip of the country, at Kilmore
Quay. This is a picturesque, friendly village with
many thatched roofs to photograph. From the harbour we asked a fisherman to take us to Great Saltee Island, which in June is taken over by nesting
pelagic birds. Thousands of gannets, kittiwakes,
fulmars, razorbills, guillemots and puffins were
active, flying in from feeding, sitting on eggs or
feeding young. It was an incredible experience,
and highly recommended. The best part was that
there were only 5 other people there! The wildflowers were an added treat. We also got good
looks at courting lapwings, gorgeous birds belonging to the plover family. The birds leave the island by July when the tourists come. A unique
treat for the naturalist visitor to Ireland!

Dorothy and Colin Harper

On Saturday September 22, 2001 the club had its monthly outing to Elsie’s Creek Nature Preserve located in the Copeland Forest. About 20 of our members made the trek to find out the story behind the name “Elsie”. Property owner, Carl Campitelli, met us
and gave us a brief history of the logging camp that was located on the property in the early 1900’s. Slides of that era showed
the size of the logs being harvested. Elsie was a giant elm tree that for some reason was left standing even after all the trees
around it were gone. For decades Elsie towered over the landscape, until time finally brought the big tree down. Everyone marveled at the amount of work that had been done on the trails and bridges to make the property accessible. It is truly a labour of
love. David Schandlen
At out club's monthly meeting on November 15, we were fortunate to have Robin Tapley, a former Wye Marsh employee, talk to us
about his newest venture, the Echo Valley Observatory. Robin and his little son (it was also his son's birthday) ventured down from
Huntsville, where he is the resident naturalist at the Delta Grandview Resort. The Observatory was constructed to house a 16" Schmidt
Cassegrain telescope, which is located on one of the highest points in Muskoka. We enjoyed a most interesting slide presentation,
which we all agreed should be followed up with a field trip.
Liz Schandlen
After a beautiful sunny day of birding on December 15, thirty-seven delighted souls gathered for a fabulous feast. Sightings reported after dinner included most of the usual birds although some unusual patterns were noted and some unusual birds seen,
notably a black-backed woodpecker!! We also had a salt water visitor, a black-capped petrel.
Our annual auction for the benefit of the owl rescue operation was financially the most successful yet. Due to some extremely competitive bidding, $267 were raised. Jack Scott bid the highest on a beautification kit. We are all looking forward to a new more
beautiful Jack at next year's auction. If so bidding will be even more frantic. Thanks to all "whooo" participated. The owls are the
true winners. My fellow auctioneer is already setting her sights on breaking the $300 mark next year. David Whitehead.

Congratulations to Lloyd Delaney on his 85th birthday!! We hear he had a lively bash to celebrate! Lloyd will be honoured at another event, when he receives a Community Heritage Award at the Midland Council meeting on January 28. This award, given to
him in the nature category, is sponsored by the Ontario Heritage Foundation. Congratulations again Lloyd!
Coffee, anyone? There are many reasons to buy coffee through our club, from The Creemore Coffee Company. It is grown
naturally, under the forest canopy, so it is bird and environmentally friendly. The farmers are paid a fair price, and the
club gets a commission for selling it. Best of all, it tastes great. If there is enough demand, I will put in another order in
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THOUGHTS ON CONSERVATION
How many of us have heard about the exotic faraway place called Easter Island? On Sept. 20 2001, at our first meeting for the
year, shared with the Barrie and Orillia clubs, Frank Mariotti, genial and eloquent Staff Scientist and Biologist from Science North in Sudbury, enlightened us about this mysterious place. He showed us how lessons learned from this civilization can be applied to our future
here in Ontario.
Easter island is a almost desert, 64 square miles in size. When it was discovered by Dutch explorer Jacob Rogeveen in 1722, it
had only a few miserable inhabitants. When Captain James Cook visited there in 1774, he had a Tahitian aboard who identified them as
Polynesian, kin of that great sea-going people whose longboat canoes had sailed and paddled to New Zealand and other islands of the Pacific. These people had no knowledge of the outside world, yet above the withered grass stood awesome and inexplicable stone pillars.
Over 200 statues up to 33 feet high, weighing up to 80 tons, were hauled about 6 miles from a quarry. The red stone for their splendid
crowns came from another quarry. Beautiful platforms were made for these statues, with bases up to 500 feet long and 10 feet high.
Who made these wonderful objects? How did they make them? What tools did they use? Why did they stop? There were many guesses,
including aliens from outer space, but gradually a theory was constructed. Language was a clue: their spoken tongue was a like a Hawaiian
dialect of 400 A.D. And they had a legend that their forebears would travel 260 miles to fish for large dolphins near a reef.
Archeology, pollen analysis and paleontology experts tell us the story from their findings. The Polynesians who arrived 1600 years
ago found a paradise, with 80 foot tall pines, palm trees for sugar and honey, and sea birds in prodigious numbers. The island was the
richest sea bird breeding site in the Pacific. There were land birds too, and with the chickens they brought with them, there was food for
plenty. But best of all were the dolphins, on a reef 260 miles away, just like the legend said.
So they stayed and lived off the land so plentiful. One by one the huge palms were cut as needed for canoes, rollers, levers,
lodges. No one noticed, but centuries passed and none were left. Shrubs were cleared for gardens and firewood, until none were left. Soil
leached and washed off the volcanic bedrock. Birds went. How to survive without food? Cannibalism caught on. Tribes warred, totems
were smashed. The statues of 1774 were all flattened by 1864. The highly complex social structure and civilization had shriveled to cavedwellers.
How does this relate to Ontario? Mr. Mariotti showed us pictures of the sleds dragging huge pine logs from the primeval forest
that was to become the bare rock land of his native Sudbury. He played there as a child, enjoying the puddles and Spring run-off, not
thinking of the magnificent forest now vanished. He told us the story of the conservation, protection and restoration of the ravaged land.
On hearing this I thought of my father, home-bound in a hospital ship, after the 1914-1918 years of war devastation. The Army
medical doctor wrote “This man needs plenty of outdoor living” on his discharge. So I became his companion up the Ottawa Valley, on
the Prairies, around Georgian Bay. Then, whenever I could, I have taken part in conservation efforts, enjoyed the wilderness of Canada,
and rejoiced in and appreciated the works of others in that effort. Helen and our children loved it too—plenty of outdoor living.

Thanks to club member Lloyd Delaney for this timely and thoughtful article.

Schedule
Here are some upcoming club meetings. Check the brochure for more information.
BACKYARD BIRD HABITAT
Thursday January 17, 2002, 7:30 p.m.

SAVE, DON’T PAVE
Thursday March 21, 2002, 7:30 p.m.

WATERFOWL VIEWING DAY
Saturday April 20, 2002

HIKE, SNOWSHOE OR SKI
Saturday January 19, 2002 10:00 a.m.

HURONIA MUSEUM AND
HURON OUENDAT VILLAGE
Saturday March 23, 2002 1:00 p.m.

FERNS
Thursday May 16, 2002, 7:30 p.m.

BALL SITE DIG
Thursday February 21, 2002, 7:30 p.m.
WYE MARSH
Saturday February 23, 2002 1:00 p.m.
CURRENT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

WILDERNESS JOURNEY
Thursday April 18, 2002, 7:30 p.m.

PELEE ISLAND
May 23 - 25, 2002

TINY MARSH
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Winter is now upon us, but it has certainly started out as a mild one. more

people may make it out to our meetings and trips as a result! We have had
a great response to the Pelee island trip, in fact we are just about sold out.
Hope everyone who wants to go has contacted Pat Taylor by now. Let's
have an active winter, and look forward to Spring, and the Spring newsletter.

Liz Schandlen

102nd NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
MIDLAND PENETANGUISHENE FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB

DECEMBER 15, 2001
On an overcast Saturday morning, following a day of snowfall, 29 members of our club set out for the annual trek to
record birds seen in our area. The eight different groups all set out around 8:00AM and traveled by car or foot to cover
their areas. Again this year, all eyes and ears were alert in an attempt to spot all of our feathered friends who at times
can be very deceptive and difficult to get a really good look at. Once an identification has been made the information is
transferred to a tally sheet which records the species type and number seen.
This year our spotters saw 59 species and a total of 4,714 individuals. Some notables this year were, Black-capped Petrel, Snow Goose, Bald Eagle, Black-backed Woodpecker, White-crowned Sparrow and Dark-eyed Junco.
As always, after another successful count, the Club met at the Wye Marsh for our Annual Pot Luck Dinner and Auction. Approximately 50 members enjoyed a great meal and $265 was raised for the McKeever Owl Foundation.
Thank you very much to all who participated and we hope to see you next year.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

To study and appreciate nature.
To protect and preserve wildlife and
the environment.
To stimulate public interest in, and
promote protection and
preservation of
nature.

President: Liz Schandlen
1st Vice president: Joanne Scott
2nd Vice president: Adrienne Jex
Treasurer: Diane Marr
Secretary: Joanne Scott
Past President: Pat Taylor

We’re on the web!
www.csolve.net/~mpfnc

Recipes!
We have two more recipes for you, one a treat for the birds, and one for us!

For The Birds
Suet Comfort Food

2 cups white flour
2 cups whole wheat flour
2 cups cornmeal
2 cups quick-cooking oats
1 tsp. salt
1 ½ cups shortening
½ cup crunchy peanut butter
1 cup lard
1 ¾ cups water
Combine dry ingredients with your hands. Add shortening,
lard and peanut butter. Mix well. Add enough water to
make a stiff dough. Divide into portions to fit suet holder.
May be frozen or kept in refrigerator.
Marilyn Lawrence

For Us
Cool Lunches

Packing nutritious yet tasty food for a hike or trip is difficult; especially if you are leaving early in the morning.
Packing and freezing your lunch the night before solves
that problem and keeps your food cool until lunch. The
trick is to find foods that freeze well. Flavoured cream
cheese spread on hearty bread, pitas or tortillas works well.
Here are some tasty variations; just stir into a 250 gr.
packet of cream cheese and spread.
1 tbsp or more accents; lemon juice, mustard, Soy sauce
2 tbsp additions; onions, olives, green onions
1/4-1/2 cups condiments; chutney, peanut butter, cranberry sauce, pesto
1-2 c. meat; tuna, ham, chicken, turkey, salami
Adrienne Jex

Send us your favourite recipes, and we’ll print them right here!
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TRIPS!

JOKES!
Two vultures board an airplane, each carrying two dead raccoons. The flight attendant looks at them and says "I'm sorry
gentlemen, only one carrion allowed per passenger".
Two vultures were in the desert eating a dead clown.
The first vulture asks the second vulture: "Does this
taste funny to you?"

Do you know the difference between unlawful and
illegal? Unlawful means something is against the law
and illegal is a sick bird.

Why does a stork stand on one leg? Because if he took the other leg off
the ground he would fall!
Jokes were found online.
Send us your naturalist jokes and we’ll publish them right here.

Here are some great trips our members have recently taken. If
you’ve been on an interesting trip, send us in an account, and we’ll
print it here.
We were in Ireland last June, and had a wonderful
opportunity to see nesting seabirds, in some of
the most beautiful spots imaginable. One site was
at the southeastern tip of the country, at Kilmore
Quay. This is a picturesque, friendly village with
many thatched roofs to photograph. From the harbour we asked a fisherman to take us to Great Saltee Island, which in June is taken over by nesting
pelagic birds. Thousands of gannets, kittiwakes,
fulmars, razorbills, guillemots and puffins were
active, flying in from feeding, sitting on eggs or
feeding young. It was an incredible experience,
and highly recommended. The best part was that
there were only 5 other people there! The wildflowers were an added treat. We also got good
looks at courting lapwings, gorgeous birds belonging to the plover family. The birds leave the island by July when the tourists come. A unique
treat for the naturalist visitor to Ireland!

Dorothy and Colin Harper

On Saturday September 22, 2001 the club had its monthly outing to Elsie’s Creek Nature Preserve located in the Copeland Forest. About 20 of our members made the trek to find out the story behind the name “Elsie”. Property owner, Carl Campitelli, met us
and gave us a brief history of the logging camp that was located on the property in the early 1900’s. Slides of that era showed
the size of the logs being harvested. Elsie was a giant elm tree that for some reason was left standing even after all the trees
around it were gone. For decades Elsie towered over the landscape, until time finally brought the big tree down. Everyone marveled at the amount of work that had been done on the trails and bridges to make the property accessible. It is truly a labour of
love. David Schandlen
At out club's monthly meeting on November 15, we were fortunate to have Robin Tapley, a former Wye Marsh employee, talk to us
about his newest venture, the Echo Valley Observatory. Robin and his little son (it was also his son's birthday) ventured down from
Huntsville, where he is the resident naturalist at the Delta Grandview Resort. The Observatory was constructed to house a 16" Schmidt
Cassegrain telescope, which is located on one of the highest points in Muskoka. We enjoyed a most interesting slide presentation,
which we all agreed should be followed up with a field trip.
Liz Schandlen
After a beautiful sunny day of birding on December 15, thirty-seven delighted souls gathered for a fabulous feast. Sightings reported after dinner included most of the usual birds although some unusual patterns were noted and some unusual birds seen,
notably a black-backed woodpecker!! We also had a salt water visitor, a black-capped petrel.
Our annual auction for the benefit of the owl rescue operation was financially the most successful yet. Due to some extremely competitive bidding, $267 were raised. Jack Scott bid the highest on a beautification kit. We are all looking forward to a new more
beautiful Jack at next year's auction. If so bidding will be even more frantic. Thanks to all "whooo" participated. The owls are the
true winners. My fellow auctioneer is already setting her sights on breaking the $300 mark next year. David Whitehead.

Congratulations to Lloyd Delaney on his 85th birthday!! We hear he had a lively bash to celebrate! Lloyd will be honoured at another event, when he receives a Community Heritage Award at the Midland Council meeting on January 28. This award, given to
him in the nature category, is sponsored by the Ontario Heritage Foundation. Congratulations again Lloyd!
Coffee, anyone? There are many reasons to buy coffee through our club, from The Creemore Coffee Company. It is grown
naturally, under the forest canopy, so it is bird and environmentally friendly. The farmers are paid a fair price, and the
club gets a commission for selling it. Best of all, it tastes great. If there is enough demand, I will put in another order in
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Easter island is a almost desert, 64 square miles in size. When it was discovered by Dutch explorer Jacob Rogeveen in 1722, it
had only a few miserable inhabitants. When Captain James Cook visited there in 1774, he had a Tahitian aboard who identified them as
Polynesian, kin of that great sea-going people whose longboat canoes had sailed and paddled to New Zealand and other islands of the Pacific. These people had no knowledge of the outside world, yet above the withered grass stood awesome and inexplicable stone pillars.
Over 200 statues up to 33 feet high, weighing up to 80 tons, were hauled about 6 miles from a quarry. The red stone for their splendid
crowns came from another quarry. Beautiful platforms were made for these statues, with bases up to 500 feet long and 10 feet high.
Who made these wonderful objects? How did they make them? What tools did they use? Why did they stop? There were many guesses,
including aliens from outer space, but gradually a theory was constructed. Language was a clue: their spoken tongue was a like a Hawaiian
dialect of 400 A.D. And they had a legend that their forebears would travel 260 miles to fish for large dolphins near a reef.
Archeology, pollen analysis and paleontology experts tell us the story from their findings. The Polynesians who arrived 1600 years
ago found a paradise, with 80 foot tall pines, palm trees for sugar and honey, and sea birds in prodigious numbers. The island was the
richest sea bird breeding site in the Pacific. There were land birds too, and with the chickens they brought with them, there was food for
plenty. But best of all were the dolphins, on a reef 260 miles away, just like the legend said.
So they stayed and lived off the land so plentiful. One by one the huge palms were cut as needed for canoes, rollers, levers,
lodges. No one noticed, but centuries passed and none were left. Shrubs were cleared for gardens and firewood, until none were left. Soil
leached and washed off the volcanic bedrock. Birds went. How to survive without food? Cannibalism caught on. Tribes warred, totems
were smashed. The statues of 1774 were all flattened by 1864. The highly complex social structure and civilization had shriveled to cavedwellers.
How does this relate to Ontario? Mr. Mariotti showed us pictures of the sleds dragging huge pine logs from the primeval forest
that was to become the bare rock land of his native Sudbury. He played there as a child, enjoying the puddles and Spring run-off, not
thinking of the magnificent forest now vanished. He told us the story of the conservation, protection and restoration of the ravaged land.
On hearing this I thought of my father, home-bound in a hospital ship, after the 1914-1918 years of war devastation. The Army
medical doctor wrote “This man needs plenty of outdoor living” on his discharge. So I became his companion up the Ottawa Valley, on
the Prairies, around Georgian Bay. Then, whenever I could, I have taken part in conservation efforts, enjoyed the wilderness of Canada,
and rejoiced in and appreciated the works of others in that effort. Helen and our children loved it too—plenty of outdoor living.

Thanks to club member Lloyd Delaney for this timely and thoughtful article.

Schedule
Here are some upcoming club meetings. Check the brochure for more information.
BACKYARD BIRD HABITAT
Thursday January 17, 2002, 7:30 p.m.

SAVE, DON’T PAVE
Thursday March 21, 2002, 7:30 p.m.

WATERFOWL VIEWING DAY
Saturday April 20, 2002

HIKE, SNOWSHOE OR SKI
Saturday January 19, 2002 10:00 a.m.

HURONIA MUSEUM AND
HURON OUENDAT VILLAGE
Saturday March 23, 2002 1:00 p.m.

FERNS
Thursday May 16, 2002, 7:30 p.m.

BALL SITE DIG
Thursday February 21, 2002, 7:30 p.m.
WYE MARSH
Saturday February 23, 2002 1:00 p.m.
CURRENT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

WILDERNESS JOURNEY
Thursday April 18, 2002, 7:30 p.m.

PELEE ISLAND
May 23 - 25, 2002

TINY MARSH

The Lilypad Volume 2, Issue 1

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

Page 4

